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PRELIMINARY ADDRESS 

TO THIS 

YOUTHFUL READER. 


You are invited to peruse with atten- 
tion the life of a Saint, who by complying 
with duties, which are within your reach, 
rendered himself, even in the dawn of life, 
an object of admiration, and a model for 
your imitation . If Sanctity were attainable 
solely by human exertions, there, would he 
reason to fear lest the disadvantageous no- 
tion, which is generally entertained to the’ 
prejudice of youth, might detract from the 
glory of a Saint, who died at the age of 
eighteen: But as we know from faith, that 
this heavenly quality is much more the 
effect of divine grace, than of our own in- : 
dustry y we may conclude with certainty,; 
that youth is not less capable of receiving, 
the favours of heaven, than persons more 
advanced in years « 
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Indeed Jesus Christ- clearly teaches us 
this truth in his gospel; where rebuking his 
disciples for hindering children from ap- 
proachinghim, as if incapable of profiting by 
his doctrine, he declares that, unless we be- 
come as little children , we shall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven. Whence it ap- 
pears, not only that youth is no obstacle to 
Sanctity; but that the virtuous qualities gen- 
erally found in that age are indispensable re- 
quisites for the attainment of salvation. 

Ingenuous simplicity, unsuspicious in- 
nocence, openness of disposition, and tender- 
ness of heart . are qualities conspicuous in 
youth, and these precisely are the qualities, 
which dispose the soul to admit the full im- 
pression and influence of the Holy Ghost, 
who delights in acting without restraint, 
where he finds no vicious habits, nor violent 
passions to obstruct his operations, and whose 
grace never triumphs more victoriously, 
than where it meets with helplessness and 
debility . 

It is thus that the Divine Spirit takes 
away every pretext for pusillanimity, ever} 1 
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plea for discouragement in the pursuit of 
Sanctity . He chooses the weak things of the 
world to confound the strong + and, to animate 
our exertions and excite our emulation, he 
has afforded us the example of thousands, 
who although as weak as we are, or weaker, 
have been enabled by his grace to surmount 
every obstacle, which opposed their pro- 
gress, and to attain to the summit of 
perfection . 

It was this consideration, which power- 
fully excited Saint Augustin to reform his 
conduct and amend his life . Overwhelmed 
with diffidence and dejection at the sight of 
the obstacles, which the violence of his pas- 
sions opposed to his conversion, he roused 
himself to a conviction, that those obstacles 
were not insurmountable by this judicious 
argument: ftonpoteris tu, quod isti et istee.? 
“ Cannot you do what so many of both sexes > 
“have done before, you ?’ ’ 

Let this thought accompany you in the 
perusal of the annexed life of Saint Stanis- 
laus. Say often to yourself: “Why cannot 
I do what a child so young and so delicate 
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was able and willing to do?” — This reflec- 
tion will induce you to condemn without 
reserve every specious pretence for not com- 
plying with the dictates of divine grace from 
whatever source it may be derived; and will' 
prompt you to emulate the virtues of a noble 
Youth, who, before he attained the age of 
18, rendered himself worthy of the solemn 
honours, which the Church confers on 
Saints. 




« THE 

LIFE OF * 

SAINT STANISLAUS KOSTKA. 

: . 

BOOK THE FIRST. 

T HE House of Kostka is one of the most ' 
ancient of all Poland. The great riches and • 
important dignities, which it enjoyed. in that 
kingdom, at the accession of Henry HI. to 
the throne of France, enabled the Heads of 
it to dispute the crown of Poland with the 
Princes, who aspired to it, and almost to suc- 
ceed in their pretensions. From this illustri- 
ous race Saint Stanislaus; whose life is here 
written, draws his origin. He was born in 
the Castle of Rostkow in Little Poland, on the 
28th. of October 1550, and was the- young- 
est Son of J ohn Kostka Senator of the King- 
dom, and' of Margaret Kriska sister of the 
Palatine of Masovia, and a descendant ofth^y-" 
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family of the Oldrovans, which had the hon- 
our of giving birth to the admirable Saint 
Hyacinth. 

W e may with propriety apply to Stanis- 
laus what the prophet Isaias says of himself : 

'' that God had called him from his mother’s 
womb, and formed him to be his servant.* 
(Is : xlix. 1. 5.) His virtuous and pious Pa- 
rents considered him to belong more to Gbd 
than to them, and this consideration induced 
them to bring-him up with unusual care and 
attention. 

As soon as he was capable of application, 
a young gentleman, called Bilinski, was ap- 
pointed to be his preceptor, and to teach him 
the elements of the Latin language. But 
however eager his Parents were to provide 
him betimes with instructors, their care was 
anticipated by the Holy Ghost, who chose 
to be his first Master. Long before they ever 
thought of making him study, Stanislaus 
had already received from heaven his first " 
lesson in the science of the Saints. No soon* 

' was he capable of knowing God, than he 
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found his little heart prompted to lore him; 
and he was often heard to say ingenuously, 
that the first use, which he had made of his 
reason, was to consecrate it without reserve 
to the love and service of his Maker. 

So faithful a correspondence to this first 
grace drew upon this innocent soul such an 
abundance of heavenly blessings, that at an 
age when few know what virtue is, he was. al- 
ready raised .to a high degree of perfection. 
An ancient Servant of the family declar- 
ed, that Stanislaus had been as remarkable 
for sanctity in the dawn of life, as he was 
afterwards in a Religious state. His Parents 
called him ‘Angel’ and his amiable disposi- 
tions seemed to justify the appellation. 

He was incomparably beautiful, and what 
Saint Ambrose says of the beauty of the 
Blessed Virgin, was often said of his: ‘that 
it inspired the desire of being chaste, and 
that the sight of him was alone a sufficient 
preservative from impure temptations.’ 

' The less he sought to please men, the 
more he gained their affections. His every 
A2 
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' action was accompanied with a most engag- 
ing affability and sweetness; but at the same 
time with an air of reserve, that commanded 
respect, and secured him from those danger- 
ous caresses, which too often mollify the 
minds and corrupt the hearts of children. 

In point of modesty he was so delicate, 
that a single indecent word sufficed to make 
him faint. This commonly happened to him 
at table, where, however reluctantly, he 
sometimes heard unbecoming discourse, and 
it happened so often, that it was impossible 
to mistake the cause. Insomuch that his 
Father, who loved him tenderly, was care- 
ful to turn off every subject of conversation, 
that trespassed upon decency, and when he 
could not effect this by other means, he o- 
penly entreated such, as were engaged in it, 
to take pity on little Stanislaus, and spare 
him the torture* which such language gave 
him. 

His love of purity made him avoid with 
extreme care whatever could in the least de- 
gree tarnish it, and in consequence he not 



STANISLAUS ROSTRA. 5 

only shunned all dangerous conversation; 
but he adopted a plain and modest dress, 
bated play, and was continually occupied 
.either- jn pirayer or study, .winch he well 
knew -to be the best preservative*, of. inno- 
cence. 

-2. Stanislaus pursued his. studies, at h onae 
.until .he was fourteen, when his Parents 
thought of sending him to College. At 
that tipie there was nt Vienna a, celebrated 
Seminary of Jesuits, .which the Emperor 
Ferdinand had established there yrithn.viejv 
of educating the young Nobility of G.ermn? 
ny jip th e >% ar pf Q.pd and the study of polite 
literature. ' .The, celebrity, which this dis- 
tinguished Establishment enjojed through- 
out the J^orth and the number of persons of 
mnk,jvho flocked to jt for education, induc- 
ed the Father flf Stanislaus to send him and 
his Brether Paul thither to , continue their 
Studies. 

fjo situatinp could Jhave been Jj|6re con- 
formable, to thf| inclinations uf our holy youth 
than this. The piety npd regularity of the 
A3 
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young Gentlemen of this College were ve- 
ry remarkable, and there was among them 
a spirit of fervour, which would have been 
admired even in men engaged in a religious 
state. They were much given to prayer 
and contemplation, and practised publicly 
the most rigorous austerities. Many Lu- 
therans, whom the reputation of the Teach- 
ers had drawn thither, faere convoked, and, 
it is well known, that Several of them after- 
wards suffered cruel persecutions and great 
losses in consequence of their firm adherence 
to the true Faith. 

Stanislaus was delighted to dwell in a. 
.house, where God was so well served. . He 
considered it as a secure haven, to which 
Providence had conducted him, to shelter 
him from the storms of lawless passions and 
the pestilential blasts of wordly maxims; and 
he thought himself bound in gratitude ‘to 
contribute by his example to the support of 
piety. Iii this he exerted stf much fervour, 
that he soon drew upoti himself the eyes of 
all the world} and in a' short time he wa» 
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•onsidered in the Seminary as a model of 
the most perfect virtues. 

When he was in the Church, assisting at 
Divine Service, every one was eager to see 
him; nor was there any one, upon whom his 
extraordinary modesty did not impress a 
veneration for his person. During prayer 
he Was so recollected, and his countenance 
was so inflamed, as to instil devotion into 
the most -lukewarm. He seemed to be al- 
ways in an extasy, and really was so very 
frequently. He did all in his power to con- 
ceal such favours from the eyes of men; but 
God, who chose to be glorified in his servant 
did not permit him alW&ySto succeed; He 
was often seen bathed iri' tesfrs in the time 
of public prayet, and was sometimes surpris- 
ed in extatic raptures raised 'a’ considerable 
height from the ground: and there is reason 
to believe that he received still more extra- 
ordinary favours in the long communications 
which he held with God, when he could not 
be seen by any one, add was under no ap- 
prehension of discovering the heavenly gifts. 
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which his humility , made him . so ftpdiously 
conceal. 

He always quitted prayerso filled with 
the spirit of God, as to com^ojupicate tjje 
fame to all those with whom t he conversed. 

From the most regular and fery^t of pis 
Fellow-students he had selected a small 
number of friends, with whqm he psual^y 
Spent in devout entertainments the hojurs. al- 
lotted for recreation and pastime. He hajl 
the peculiar talent of turning every conver- 
sation to subjects of piety, without seeming 
to do it designedly: and in this every one 
coincided with his inclination the more wil- 
lingly, as. he spoke agreeably upon every 
subject, and with an air of cheerfulness, 
which at once charmed and edified all .who- 
heard him: so that although he constqptly 
conversed upop God and holy things, he ne- 
ver was tiresome or tedious. 

He spent however that time only in the 
company of men, which the regulations of 
the College did not allow him to spend with 
God: for whatever pleasure he experienced 
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in conversing with his pious friends, he found 
incomparably greater sweetness in enter- 
taining his Saviour; out of whom he saw 
nothing amiable, nothing that merited the 
affections of his heart. 

'the life which Stanislaus had led in the 
Seminary, was, as we have seen, replete with 
every virtue; but it was too peaceful to be 
of long coutniuance. 

The peace, which Saints enjoy in this 
world, is not lasting: as the perfection, to 
which they are called, and which consists in 
a strict conformity with their crucified Sa- 
viour, requires that, like their model, they 
be tried by afflictions;' and Divine Provi- 
dence so disposes the various occurrences of 
their lives, that they always find in them 
something to suffer. 

The tranquillity, which Stanislaus had 
until then enjoyed, was first interrupted by 
the confusion, which the death of the Emper- 
• or Ferdinand occasioned in the affairs of the 
College: For Maximilian, who succeeded 
him in the empire, not having the same zeal 
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for the education of Youth, as his Predeces- 
sor, thought proper to demand back ,a house, 
which his Father had. lent to the Jesuits to 
lodge the young Gentlejnen who were in- 
trusted to their care, and, who in consequence 
were obliged either to return home, or to 
take private lodgings in town, in order to 
finish their studies. 

Many tears were shed at' parting : for al- 
though -of different nations, they had all a 
tender regard for one another, and lived to- 
gether like brethren. What greatly ag- 
gravated the affliction of Stanislaus was, that 
upon quitting this holy and regular house,, 
he was compelled to lodge with a Lutheran, 
whose house his Brother and his Preceptor 
had preferred to those of several worthy Ca- 
tholics, because it was in a more pleasant and 
fashionable part of the town. This injudici- 
ous choice made a deep impression upon the 
heart of Stanislaus, and seemed to him qo 
dipedifying, that he could nqt refrain from 
.speaking his mind, and testifying his dis- 
pleasure : But his Brother who was, older 
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tll&h' ! hej ! \riio begati ’to exact from' him 
a bjiftdcofnpliance -with all his 'inclinations, 
w&Sdehf tohis reitfonstrances, and compelled 
hhfi'to submit. 

, 3: T^hetif^, which 1 Paul Kostka led in this " 
house, was very different from that, which 
he had led in the Seminary. He was a young 1 
man full of vanity, and fond of worldly a- 
musements; and being now no longer under 
any control, he folio wed the bent of his incli- 
nations and sought only how to divert himself. 
His Tutor Bilinski, who also was very young, 
and of nearly the 6ame dispositions as his pu- 
pil, willingly adopted this kind of life. 
Stanislaus was the only one, who could not 
witness the disorders of his Brother without 
poignant affliction : He did all iii his power 
to engage him to be more steady and regular; 
but finding that all his exertions tended only 
to irritate his Brother against him he resolved 
to live to himself, and to have no further in- 
tercourse with him, than what necessity or 
■civility should require. 

When he was notin the Church, or at the 
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College, he was sure to be found in his cham- 
ber engaged in prayer, which he sometime;* 
prolonged until he was quite exhausted add 
fainted away. He kept no company but: 
that of a few friends, whom he had chosen 
from the most edifying of his fellow students, 
that he might sometimes converse with them 
upon religious subjects. Those, with whom 
he boarded, never saw him, but at meals ; 
and even then the indelicate conversation of ., 
the guests commonly compelled him to-quit 
table long before the rest. 

. This course of life was tdo opposite to that 
of Paul Kostka not to displease him. He no 
longer - considered. Stanislaus in any other 
light than that of a troublesome censor, 
whose regular behaviour was a secret con- 
demnation of his own misconduct. His vex- 
ation in consequence was so great, that he 
sought every opportunity of mortifying. and. 
persecuting him. He took a pleasure in 
putting him to the blush, and in turning all 
his actions into.ridicule. Sometimes he se- 
riously reproached him with a want of defer-. 
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enee and condescension to him, his elder 
Brother; at other times he upbraided him 
with stupidity and meanness of spirit: But 
at length finding that all this had no effect, 
and that the fervour of Stanislaus still con 
tinued undiminished, he was so far transpor- 
ted with passion against his saintly Brother 
as often to strike him violently, even with 
his cane. 

Stanislaus suffered this unmerited treat- 
ment with the constancy of a little martyr. 
However harsh might be the usage, which 
he experienced, he always kept his mind 
unruffled, and his countenance serene; and 
during the two years, that this cruel perse- 
cution lasted, he was never heard to utter 
the slightest murmur or complaint against 
his Brother, or any other person. He could 
indeed have wished, that God had' made 
choice of some other instrument to exercise 
his patienCe, rather than his Brother: for he 
loved-him tenderly, and grieved to see him 
so passionate: but even in this he adored the 
orders of divine Providence, and submitted 
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to thewill of heaven without nepibittgv 

The steady firmness of sold, which Sta-.. 
nislaus opposed to all the storms, which the 
ill humour of his Brotherraised against him, 
was not the effect of a haughty or obstinate^ 
•temper, to which it was sometimes unjustly 
attributed. HoW violent -soever Were the 
the proceedings of tbisunreasonable Brother, 
Stanislaus was extremely condescending to , 
him. whenever he could be so without detri- 

* * • • t • . . . . * f • f ; . i l , . _ ’ & 

ment to his conscience, or prejudice to his 
:duty. Insomuch that although he had ah, 
aversion to dancing, and thought it a dan- 
gerous amusement, yet to please him he 
submitted to take leSsons of it.' lie more-, 
over watched every opportunity of obliging 
and serving him: For, although Stanislaus 
was only two' years younger than Paul, he 
neiver * refused to obey him; and fie ' did it" 
With a willingness, that astonished those', who 
-knew in What manner he Was treated fey him. ' 

Had Bilinski been what ' he sh6uld, have 
been, Stanislaus would have hadless to suf- 
fer from the hasty temper of hi s . Brother: 
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8ni the desire of engaging the 'younger 
: Brother in a more free and worldly course of 
life was the reason, why he seldom checked 
the passionate sallies of the elder Brother/ 

” unless when he apprehended some accident/, 
mid even thee he ! was sure , to throw, th» 

I 

blame upon little Stanislaus. He accused 
/ hini of being headstrong, and; told him that 
he drew all this ill treatment upon . himself 
by his obstinacy. He tried to make him* 
ashained'of his way of living, which he de* 
dared to be unsociable, uncivilised, and 
disgraceful to a person of .his rank: To this 

the iioly Youth made no other reply than 
that he did not think himself born;for the 
“ world; that be was not , fit fpr it ; and that 
Hod had made him for himself dope. . The 
ingenuous sweetness, with which he said this; 
sometimes induced his Tutor to expostulate 
with him, and try to effect by specious and 
plausible arguments; what he ' despaired ©f 
effecting by; tljreats or .severity. ; : ,-* 

“Do you imagine, Stanislaus,” would he , 
not/wi*h to aat^.ow 
b2 
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“souls, as well as you? Are you so presumpp 
“tuous as to think, that of the many persons 
“of quality, whom you see at Vienna, you 
• “are the only one, who live, well? Can you 
“be ignorant, that there is a distinct species 
“of virtue proper for each state of life? We 
“must not live in the world as if we were 
“cloistered Monks. What would be praise- 
“worthy in a recluse would be blameable in 
“a gentleman. The devotion of the latter 
“should be confined within the heart: out- 
wardly it is enough for him to show, that 
“he fears God, and is not wholly void of re- 
ligion. Besides, how can you fancy, that 
“you please God in so often disobeying your 
“Brother and mb, and adopting a conduct so 
“contrary to the wishes of your Parents? 
“Believe me, Stanislaus, you ought to have a 
“much greater scruple of this, than of dress- 
ing decently ,and of going into company, 
“where, while you diverted yourself inno- 
“cently, you might improve your mind, and 
“learn the world. 

A discourse of this nature, winch Bilim- 
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aki took cave to season with tke most kind 
and friendly .expressions, was much better 
calculated to pervert the mind of a youth, 
than the harsh language which he used when 
Under the indue nee of passion. Stanislaus 
however did not suffer himself to be dtrzz-'- 
led or seduced by it. 

To these false maxims of worldly prudence 
he steadily opposed the eternal truths of the 
gospel. He: well knew that worldlings de- 
ceive themselves in imagining, that they can 
save their souls by living as they do that* 
since the number, of the elect is* very small, 
whoever wishes to be of that number must 
*ot content himself with living like the; ge- 
nerality of mai^»dtr-dhat the- way, which 
leadeth to life, is narrow, even for all the 
world:— thatlife its not ‘too long to employ it 
all in working* out our salvation:— that it i» 


away in unprofitable conversations and vain 
avannotments a time, which we cannot value 


too much: — that w$nd is called learning the 
timid i» m tcuthtthe art of 'forgetting Jesus; 
b3 
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Christ, by adopting maxims entirely com* 
trary to those, -which he has left ns: — 
that inline, provided we know what we must 
do to please God. it is of little consequence 
how ignorant we may be of what will make 
ns agreeable to men. 

, These truths God had engraved so deeply 
in the heart of Stanislaus, that no violence, 
nor artificeof men could efface them. The 
more he was urged to change his conduct, the 
more resolute he was not to give up through 
-fear of condescension any part of the duty ,: 
which he thought God required of him. 
Even at that early period of life he received 
the holy communion on every Sunday and 
solemn festival? heard daily two masses, and 
never went to school, without having first 
paid his homage to the Blessed Eucharist; 
On the eve of the days on whiehhe approach* 
ed the sacred table, he fasted to prepare him* 
self for that great duty. He often wore the 
haircloth, slept littfe, rose atmidnightto pray, 
and after his prayer, which always lasted a. 
jong time, he took a severe discipline, and 
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chastised his body so rigorously-, that his 
linen wasfrequently found stained with blood: 
So that the holy Youth might truly say with 
David: “Instead of making me a return of 
“love, they detracted me: but I gave myself to 
“prayer. They repaid me evil for good; and 
“when they persecuted me, I was clothed with, 
“hair-cloth, and humbled my soul with fast*- 
mg.” (Ps. cviii. and xxxiv.) 

4. The ill treatment, which Stanislaus 
experienced from his Brother, joined to the 
austerity of his life, threw him into anilines*, 
which nearly proved fatal; The devil, who 
foresaw that it would be dangerous, exerted 
from the feegining of it his utmost endea- 
vours to intimidate and discourage the Ser- 
vant ^of God. He .not only molested him 
internally with (incessant -scruples and pen- 
plexities; but sometimes wrought upon his 
imagination externally by frightful and hors- 
rific appearances. The pious Youth how- 
ever was not to be disheartened: he had re- 
courseto heavenfor support, and by a lively 
faith and filial confidence easily rejected tb«> 
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suggestions and baffled the artifice? df bta 
spiritual enemy. 

; Howeverthe illness of anistausmc reused 
'daily, and became so violent, as to reduce 
1dm to the last extremity. He was aware 
of his danger; but as he hadoo attachment 
to life, he was not afraidef death; What 
Hone gave him uneasiness in this extremity 
was the difficulty, which he foresaw Would 
attend his receiving the holy Viaticum in 
the house of a Lutheran, whom he knew to 
be very bigoted to his sect. .He communi- 
cated his anxiety to his Brother and his 
Tutor, and eetreatedthem to exertt their inr 
terest with .their Landlord to engage him 
to allow a priest to come and administer the 
last Sacraments to him. Paul and Bilioski 
were -perplexed at the proposal. What 
Stanislaus desired seemed to them very rear. 
sonable,and they would gladly have seconded 
his request : but they thought it impracticably 
as they well knew that their host was.nptof 
a disposition to yeild easily in this regard. 
.Wherefore* not judging it advisable to expo* 
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themselves to a refusal, which might set them 
at variance with a man, upon whom they 
were so dependent they chose rather to assure 
the patient, that there was no need of hb be- 
ing - in haste to receive the Sacraments;-*-that 
he was not in so much danger as he thought; t 
that the Physicians began to entertain hopes; 
of his recovery; — -and that he ought to think 
rrtthef of taking the remedies prescribed for 
that end, than of preparing himself for deaths 
The pidus youth, who perceived that hi* 
strength was daily and hourly declining, re- 
doubled his entreaties to induce his visitor* 
to speak in his favour to his Landlord: but 
observing that not one of them dared to in- 
terfere, he resolved to apply to God alouefor 
what he despaired to obtain from men. 

Very early in life he had entertained* a 
tender devotion for Saint Barbara, and 
through* her intercession he confidently hop-* 
ed to obtain the grace of not dying without 
receiving the Sacraments: for it is for ' the 
obtaining of this special grace, that this Judy 
Virgin is invoked with so ranch success. ' * j 
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To "her*, therefore he addressed . hims$f 
-upon this occasion,, and with many teafs 
ooojuredher hot to forsake him in so urgent 
a‘ necessity. His 'prayer was accompanied 
•with so- touch fervour and confidence, that 
it deserved to be heard. One night, when 
tile violence of his illness hindered him from 
sleeping, he Saw the Saint appear at his bed 
side, accompanied by two angels, one Of 
whom carried iii 'his hands the Blessed Eii- 
eharist. Atthis sight Stanislaus got up fifil 
of joy, and knelt upon his bed. In this situ- 
ation he had the presence of mind to give 
notice to his Tutor, who waft watching Ity 
'him, to adore Jesus Christ. He then recit- 
'ed with ah audible voice the prayer usually 
said before: communion, and having received 
the sacred host! he again lay down, and con- 
tinued^ long time in a silence and recollec- 
tion, which clearly shewed that something 
very extraordinary was passing within him. 

After having recei ved the sacred Viaticum 
'ini this wonderftthn anrier, Stanislaus thought 
only’ofpreparing himself for death; Every 
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day bp grew weaker, and the symptoms of 
his illness became more alarming: so th$t 
the physicians finding that the remedies, 
which they prescribed, had no effect, con- 
sidered his case .desperate, and gave up all 
hopes of his recovery. He was in this state , 
and was thought to be near his agony, when 
the Blessed Virgin appeared to him with a 
countenance full of sweetness, and having 
comforted him in terms of great tenderness, 
she placed on his bed Her divine Son, whom 
she held in her arms iff the semblance of an 
Infant, and permitted him to embrace him*. 
Stanislaus, transported with love and joy, 
thought only of enjoying his Jesus in peace: 
But the Blessed Virgin, withdrawing him , 
from his embraces, gave liim to Jchow, that 
tfie time of enjoyment was not yet come for 
him. ^jfy Son,” said she to him withalopk 
of ineffable tenderness, “your houf is not yet. ' 
“pome. You must merit the ( poss,essioft df’ 
‘‘Jesus by a faithful submission i^o his Will, 
“Enter into the Society, which bears his name 
“He requires it of you; and it is on hi£f>art 
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“that 1 order you to do so.” After thesis 
%ords she disappeared, leaving 1 Stanislaus so 
Comforted and relieved from his pains, that 
in a short time he was in a condition to go 
to the Church, and return thanks to God 
for the many signal favours, which he had 
received during his illness. 

5. Stanislaus had felt himself interiorly 
called to the Society of Jesus for nearly a 
year before the Blessed Virgin enjoined 
him to enter into it: But however docile he 
had always been in following the inspirations 
of God, he had not till then dared to open 
himself to any one upon this subject: For 
as he was very humble, he thought that he 
had too little merit to be admitted into in 
order, which had been, rendered illustrious 
by so many persons of distinguished sanctity 
arid learning. Besides he foresaw that al- 
though the J esuits should be willing to admit 
him, his Parents, who were extremely fonjj 
of him, and who were very powerful, would 
make great opposition to his reception. 

These considerations j oined'to the natural 
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bj&ck^ard^e^, , which children ofhjs age^ 
commonly have, to disclose to others designs ' 
of this nature, made him judge the reserve, 
which he had kept, till then, to be very ppa- 
sonable : nor had he ever experienced anv 
scruple o£ remorse about it, before out' 
Blessed Lady spoke to him: but from that 
time, he considered his silence to be a crimi- 
nal weakness, and ever after deplored it ai$ 
one of the most dangerous errors of his life.” 
He said that it was an infidelity to grace, for * 
which he hpd deserved to be abandoned by' 
God; and that if he had not been abandoned,-' 
it, was an effeet ' of God's infinite mercy,' 
\yho had resolved to confound his ingratitude 
tiy new favours*. ■* 

To repair this fault, as soon a^he was able * 
to go out, he visited his Director Father" 
Ooui, and pommunicated to ‘him alt that had 1 
passed within his .soul upon this head from, 
the first inspiration, that had invitetf him tO s 
a religious state, to the, apparition; of the) 
^lessed Virgin ; rightly judging that in an ' 
affair, in vyhi’ch he needed solid pojmsel and r 
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prudent advice,, there would hive been more 
imprudence, than true humility, in conceal- 
ing this favour. 

The circumstances that accompanied the 
vocation of Stanislaus, proved so evidently 
that it came from God, that Father j)om 
could not doubt of its reality : for he not only 
found nothing suspicious in the vision, which 
the holy youth related to him; but independ- 
ently of this, he knew that Stanislaus was 
very fit for the state of life, which he wished 
to adopt, not only by his virtue ; but also by 
tus talents and dispositions for learning, in 
which be excelled all his companions, al- 
though he studied very little, and spent most 
of his time in prayer. Accordingly the good 
Father gave him no other advice, than to be 
faithful to grace, and to proceed with con- 
fidence. During this interview, God filled 
the heart of Stanislaus with so much sweet- 
ness and consolation, that he himself acknow- 
ledged, that till then he had never experienc- 
ed any thing comparable to it: and in fact 
ha quitted Father Doni quite full of ardor 
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their pursuit. As soon sis they perceived,' 
that they had passed hint, And that it was 
he, whom they had overtaken on the road in 
the dress of a poor man, they doubled back 
their course, and took such exact informa- 
tion of the road, which he had followed, 
that they were but a very short distance 
from him, when the horses suddenly stopped 
short, and could not be made by the utmost 
exertions of the driver to advance a single 
step further in that direction. This event 
made so deep an impression upon all Who 
were in the coach, that they unanimously a- 
greed not to pursue Stanislaus any further, 
since God had deigned to work so visible a 
miracle, to favour his’escape. What greatly 
confirmed them in the belief of its being a 
miracle was, that as soon as the coach was 
turned towards Vienna, the horses sprang 
forward with as much speed as before* 

The account of ' this prodigy was spread 
through Viehna a very few hours after the 
fetum of Paul Kostka. He himself related 
it to hii friends, tad what rendered it the 
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who had eccpmpapiied him^bpr<i # 
totbe truth of it. , r ,* , , ; , . . ., 

The miracle, by which Gpd had favoured’ 
tlie, flight of, hi? ^ervanjt, proved clearly tha$' 
some pious design had prompted him to aju , 
tempt it: but nothing positive was yet known, . 
When a ypvmg;^.imgftrimi t am intimate friend, 
of Stanislaus, waited on Bilinski ? and in* 
formed him, that the .holy; ^Jfouth had left for 
him ip his closet a, letter, which would folly 
explain the whole matter-, and lie pointed 
opt the, place, where, it had been left : Bi- 
lipski impatient to learn something about' 
Stanislaus, which he could communicate to 
hjf. Father,, ran hastilytolook for the letter, 
which he fmmfl folded , in. a ( bpQ^ ? and of 
^M c h?%|ojlQwjng were tjiej content?: ’ . ' 
‘‘^ttrifmle. my night to no. other cause,' 
“than ty the resolution^ which I haye taken, 
‘♦of withdrawing myself from the world, q|i<r 
•‘of following the voice of God, which calli 
‘*mc to the Society of Jesus, If the loye^ 
V^ch tuy. Fa^tlwr and my Brq^er - 1)^ 
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"towards me, be real and. sincere, they -Witt 
"not be offended at my. having quitted them 
"to seek the only thing, that can make my 
"life happy. When my Father shall recol- 
"lectthe protestation, which he has made so 
"often, of never consenting to my admission 
"into any religious order, he most be sensible, 
"that, as I could not discover to him my de- 
' "sign without putting it out of my power to 
"execute it, it was my bounden duty to keep 
"it secret: apd I trust, that he will one day 
"thank me for preventing him by my fli ght 
‘‘from thwarting my welfare, and the will of 
"God.” ' , ■; ; 

Bijpiski thought this letters so’ judicious 
hnd ep fuj). of.gqod .sentiments, that he net 
only sent if into Fpland^but doxnmutiicated 
it to seypral of his.aqqupiptance at Vienna, • 
who wege.all greatly edified with itscontent® 
so that when at length it was made -public, 
it produced a wondei*ful effect among those, 
who read it, . especially thqse of his : &ge,to 
whom.sp her«c an ^^^paAs^ordsd^ bright » 
example of a perfect contempt of the world, 

D 
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and of a faithful submission to the will of 
heaven. 

' 7 Whilst the flight of Stanislaus was the 

subject of common conversation at Vienna, 
and Bilinski was employed in transmitting* 
an account of it to Poland, the Servant of 
(God continued his journey with such unre- 
mitted diligence, that he reached Augsburg 
in a few days. At his arrival there he in- 
quired for the Provincial, and being inform- 
ed that he was gone to Dillengen for some 
days, he chose rather to follow him thither, 
than to lose time by waiting for his return. 

It was between these two towns that Sta- 
nislaus again received holy communion in a 
miraculous manner. Having one day a 
wish and intention to approach the sacred 
banquet of the Altar, he found in a village 
upon the road a Church open, and some pea- 
sants praying in it. The holy youth, think- 
ing this a convenient opportunity to hear 
mass, and go to his devotions, joined with 
the rest in prayer : But he had not been 
there long before he discovered from the 
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manner in which the service was performed, 
that he was in a Lutheran Church. He was 
struck with inexpressible grief to see the sa- 
cred mysteries profaned by unworthy minis- 
ters, and extremely disappointed at not be- 
ing able to satisfy his devotion by receiving 
his Saviour. He wept bitterly, and com- 
plained to God in so moving a manner, as 
to deserve to be comforted by him: For, 
whilst he was in this situation, he beheld a 
company of Angels, one of whom holding 
in his hands the Blessed Sacrament, and 
advancing with an air of awful majesty, 
imparted it to him, and left him, filled with 
joy, in the possession of his Belovgd. 

Strengthened with this heavenly food 
Stanislaus at length arived at Dillengen, 
where he found the Provincial, and was re- 
ceived by him with every mark of regard 
and tenderness: For this Father, who was a 
man of great virtue, and discernment, con- 
ceived an affection for him as soon as he saw 
him, and felt a strong inclination tO : assist 
him in the execution of his design, rightly 
D2 
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judging that so much courage and resolution 
could only proceed from a powerful inspi'ra- , 
,tioHi This however djd not hinder h m 
from trying the vocation of Stanislaus, atnd 
improving his virtue by the practice of humi- 
lity and obedience. With this view he plac- 
ed him in the Sem nary of Dillengtn, which 
at that time abounded with pensioners, and 
ordered him to wait on them at table, and 
in their chambers, whenever they should 
want his services. 

However new this employment might be 
to Stanislaus, and however unsuitable to his 
rank, he acquitted himself of it with the ut- 
most exactness. He had an eye to every 
. thing, and spared himself in nothing. The 
most disgusting and humbling services were 
always those, which he performed the most 
willingly. In his actions he imitated, as well 
as he could, the vulgar ways of persons of a 
low condition, thereby -to conceal his own : 
JBut -notwithstanding all his endeavours, 
there was in his countenance a certain noble 
and dignified air, which' he cOuld not dife- 
V* • - "> * "d- 
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guise: so that the Pensioners had already 
begun to suspect that there was something- 
extraordinary in his person, when their Su- 
periors, desirous that they should profit by so 
bright anexample, openly declared who he 
was, and why he had quitted his country. 

If these youths had been edified by what 
they had observed in Stanislaus upon his first 
arrival among them, and before they were 
acquainted with him, this declaration, and' 
his subsequent behaviour filled them, with 
admiration. They were particularly struck 
with his mortification, and were at a loss to 
conceive hgw a youth, apparently so weak 
and delicate, could fast with such unremitted 
rigour, under the fatigues of a laborious em- 
ployment: and when speaking of him they 
were often heard to say: “How can Stan- 

islaus hold out? He neither eats, nor drinks, 
and yet he is always at work . ” 

.The virtues, which the Servant of God 
displayed during the three weeks of his stay 
at.Dillengen, convinced those Jesuits, who 
ha care of him, that he was very worthy 
S3 
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of being admitted into their Society, and 
that he would become r a model of religions' 
perfection. The Provincial, who observed^ 
him with particular attention, and who WaS> 
thoroughly acquainted with his dispositions^ 
considered him as a Saint, whom Providence* 
had sent to his rising order tO be in tune on#' 
of its. brightest ornasaetits. This consider- 
ation made him resolve to send Stdmslans' 
tqRome, in order to remove him still further * 
from his Relations, who he trusted would 
be deterred from all attempts to. thwart* 
hisdesignbythe difficulty, which they would ' 
expectto find in it, when they should Know' 
that he was so far from them Sw ^He called 
Stanislaus, and told him, that he knew ho ; 
sorer.means of succeeding in his undertaking : 
than by .going to Rome, where he would - 
undoubtedly be received by the General, and * 
where a thousand means could be found td : 
skreen him from his Father’s Unjust perse* ; 
cutions, which he would not find elsewhere. 
No further inducement was required tbdetter- 
uaine the Servant of God to . undertake this 
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additional journey; nor was he deterred by 
thlVeftectiori, that' Ke had already travelled 
near fiOOmiles, and that he had still 1200 
to gb. " 'The' hope and expectation, which 
the Provincial gave him, o^ being admitted 
ifitO the Society at Rome, so occupied his 
thoughts, as to exclude from his mind every 
Other feeling but that' of extreme impatience 
to depart. »* ~ : * *• " /* 


■ ' "The Provincial was no less desirous than* 
he, that he should be in a place, where he[ 
might be at liberty to follow his vocation 
without control. Accordingly he lost no' 
* time in getting every thing ready for his" 
departure : and as the clothes, which he had' 
brought 'With himfix)m Vienna, were worn' 
.. out and unfit for use, he obliged him to ac-^ 
cept of a new suit, Which he had taken care 
to order for him. ’ : - 7 

fFortunately for Stanislaus two young J e- 
suits' Were at this Very time leaving jjiilen~ ! 
gen to proceed to Rome. The Provincial 
added him to theit party, arid having recopa- 

mshded hi&fi to theW-care, dismissed' tHfem.' 

;t{ /£>■•• v, ,!: <T f ! rrcr. 



Digitized by > 


,oogl 



44 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 


If, on one side, the company of these two 
religious youths was a consolation to Sta- 
» nislaus, so, on the other, the conversation 
and behaviour of Stanislaus gave them no 
less comfort and satisfaction. Every action, 
that he performed, w as edifying. He spent 
" the greatest part of the day in prayer ; nor 
did he ever, in consequence of the fatigues 
of the journey, omit any of his accustomed 
practices of piety. He never passed by an 
image or picture of our Blessed Lady with- 
' out stopping some time to indulge his devo- 
tion. His whole conversation turned on 
- God, and he spoke of him With an ardour of 
affection that would have inflamed the heart 
■ of the most lukewarm. He evinced more- 
over an evenness of temper and a condescen- 
sion for his two companions, which rendered 
him so amiable in their eyes, that they ever 
after retained an affectionate remembrance 
of him. 

As they were all three good walkers, they 
performed the journey in a short time : for 
'having left Dillengen in September, they 
arrived at Rome before the end|>f October 
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Upon his arrival, Stanislaus hastened to 
throw himself at the feet of , Saipt Francis 
Borgia, who was then General, and to re- 
new the solicitations, which he had made 
to the Superiors in Germany, to be admitted 
into the Society. The Saint, who had al- 
ready been informed by letters from Vienna 
and Augsburg, that Stanislaus was on nis 
way to Rome, welcomed him with a coun- 
tenance full of sweetness, and having perused 
the letter, which he presented to him from 
.Father Antoni, he embraced tenderly the 
pious Youth, and accosted him in these 
words, which filled his heart with a consola- 
tion such as he had never before experienced: 
“I receive you, Stanislaus, with joy. I am 
“too thoroughly convinced that God would 
“have you to be in our Society, to refuse you 
“admittance into it. I am informed ths-tt 
. “your Relations will excite a violent storm 
“against you and against us : that storm Gdd 
.“will take card to hppease. Let it be your 
“sole duty to 
a Jesr 
“scholar^” 



please him; and strive to be as 
if; as you have been a virtuous 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 

W Hateyer charms the venerable 
monuments and antiquities of Rome might 
have had for Stanislaus, they could not de- 
lay him a single day from entering the Novi- 
ciate. He was no sooner admitted by the 
General, than he hastened immediately to 
present himself to the Master of Novices, 
and testified to him the desire, whichhe had, 
of taking among them the place, that he had 
just obtained. 

It would have been unjust to make him 
wait longer for what had cost him so much 
fatigue and so long a journey. Nothing 
wasrequired of him but to rest two or three 
days, before he began the retreat, which is 
made at the begining of the Noviciate, as a 
preparation for taking the habit. Hence 
although he entered the College on the 23rd. 
of October, the beginning of his Noviciate 
was dated only from the 28th. of the said 
month, on which is celebrated the festival 
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of the holy Apostles Simon and Jude. 

Stanislaus found in this-spiritual retreat a 
sweetness, which till then he had never ex- 
perienced. God, who had led him into so-' 
litude to speak to his heart, communicated 
himself to him with such a profusion of in- 
terior lights and consolations, that the Father 
to whom the Master of Novices had given 
charge of his conduct during his retreat, ex- . 
pressed his confusion at being appointed to 
direct one, whom he judged much more fit 
to direct him. But how much was the joy 
nf oui holy Novice increased, when at the 
and of the retreat, he received a cassoc, and 
was aggregated to the other Novices. Un- 
it then he had scarcely deemed himself 
mtirely free. As long as he had appeared 
n worldly attire, he considered himself in 
he light of a slave still fettered with some 
inks of the chain, which he had broken in 
his escape, and this thought gave him some 
ineasiness. It was the first wish of his heart 
o be emancipated from every worldly tie, 
md this once effected, he abandoned his 
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heart to joy without reserve! His mind was 
so full- of the idea of his happiness, that he 
was never tired of talking of it ; and it was 
one of the most ordinary subjects of his con- 
versation with his fellow novices. “How 
“happy are We, my Brethren!” would he 
often say to them with tears in his eyes: 
“God is wholly Ours, aud We are wholly 
“his. The life, which we lead here on earth, 
“resembles that of the Saints in heaven. In 


“doing what our rules enjoin, we are sure 
“of doing the will of God, as well as they : 


“and if the} have the advantage of serving 
“him with less difficulty than We, We have 
“that' of serving him with a continual in- j 
“crease of merit, and of adding something ' 
“daily to Our' crown. They, it is true, are i 
“secure of their predestination to glory; but 
“what greater assurance could God give us 1 
“of ours, than to have withdrawn' us front 


“the World, and placed us in this holy asy- 
“lam: and after having received so distin- 
guished a pledge of God's friendship, what 
“tranquillity must we not experience at 
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whatever was attended with show, or at- 
tracted notice; he delighted in humiliating 
employments, and took great pleasure in 
Appearing in public with coarse and patched 
attire, hoping thereby to be taken by stran- v 
gers'for a person of no consideration or dis- 
tinction. 

One day Cardinal Commendon, in his 
return from. Germany, called at the Noviti- 
ate to see him, at a time, when he was serv- 
ing in the kitchen, clothed in a coarse rug 
with an apron ahd tucked>-up sleeves : and 
in this plight he would have waited on his 
Eminence, had not his Superior obliged 
him to change his dress, rightly judging that 
move attention was to be paid to the respect 
due to so distinguished a Prelate, tlian to 
the fervour of a Novice. Nothing* gave 
Stanislaus more uneasiness ihan to hear 
hhnself praised. Whenever in conversa- 
tion he observed any ohe inclined to speak 
in his commendation, he strove to turn off 
the discourse; but in an artful manner, that 
it might not be perceived t'for he was hum- 
ble without wishing to appear so, and 
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thought lumselfpbbged to coueeul hk humi- 
lity, no less than his oi£ter virtues. 

He could not however succeed in pre- 
venting others from often talking highly- flf 
his birth and of the grandeur of his family * 
and this God permitted to alferd to tin# 
holy Novice an opportunity of expressing 
the noble sentiments, which he entertain- 
ed, in regard of advantages of this sort, and 
of communicating to us the contempt, which 
he thought they deserved. “It is a trifle” 
he often exclaimed, “to be great in this 
“world, where all is little. There is no 
“true and real greatness, but that, which 
“makes us great before God : nor is there 
“any true. nobility, but that, which is de- 
prived from the grace of Jesus Christ, by 
“which we are made children of God, and 
“heirs of his kingdom. It is of little impor- 
“tance or advantage to be born to riches, 
“which we must quit at death. Those 
“treasures only can make us truly, rich, of 
“which nothing can deprive us.” 

By these and similar expressions Stanis- 
laus showed, that he was nowise affected 
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with the prwistBsy which he received from 
men, end the bhiabeff, which those praises 
occasioned, proved that he had even an 
eversion to them: but in this he took care 
fiot to imitate certain persons, whose fretful 
«tnl surly virtue prompts them to quarrel 
With every one, who c omm ends them, and 
to resent with disgusting rudeness and 
harshness every ob liga w g and Mattering ex- 
pression 2 for he did not conceive that he 
Was more authorised to trespass against 
charity in order to avoid praise, than he was 
to revenge an injury . > 

All his virtue had this character of 
fWeetness, which rendered him amiable to 
ah who knew him. His company was 
courted by all, and it was thought a happi- 
ness to enjoy his conversation, even for a 
short space. He slighted ho one, bore p4- 
tiently the failings of the imperfect, con- 
versed wittingly with the most simple, and 
accommodated himself to every one's hu- 
mour with most admirable condescension. He 
dhad a sincere affefctioh far all his Brethren; 
ond so convinced were they of it, that those 
*2 , 
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was not one, who would not willingly haste 
• disclosed his heart to him, and intrusted him 
with his most secret thoughts. Amongthem 
all he, who had the greatest share iri his in- 
timacy, .was a young Italian, native of Rheg- 
gio, called Stefano Augusti, whom -the 
Master of Novices had appointed to teach 
him the language of the country. This 
•youth was full of candour, and all his incli- 
nations were perfectly l conformable to those 
of Stanislaus;;; They, no sooner knew each 
other, vthanrthey conceived 'a - reciprocal 
affection, and insensibly placed in each 
other, so, much confidence, as mutually to 
communicate their most secret thoughts. 
•To this faithful intimate Stanislaus intrust- 
ed the secret revelations, with which he was 
favoured, and to him it is that we are in- 
debted for a detail of them after the decease 
of our holy Novice; towards whom he 
thought it no breach of fidelity to reveal 
then what would contribute so much to his 
friend’s glory. ; . 

.8. Stanislaus had for God, not only theft 
love of preference, which constitutes the. 
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essence of charity, and dwells in the superior 
part of the soul; but moreover that love of 
tenderness, which is an effect of ardent cha- 
rity, and extends its influence totbe heart. 
Its transports were often so vehement, m 
to endanger bis life. One morning in the 
depth of winter, his Superior found him in 
the garden, and haring asked him why he 
Was there, the holy Novice wdh great sim- 
plicity and candour told him that he had 
come thither to take the ah, because he had 
found his heart so inflamed with the love 
of Ood during prayer, as to render this 
relief in some degree necessary. At other 
times he yrm obliged to apply wet towels to 
his breast to temper the extreme heat eu- 
kindled there t and tliis induced his Superior 
to shorten the time, which he was accus- 
tomed -to ependj# prayer : hut to»» purpose. 
fJbe whole life pf Stanislaus was one con* 
tinned prayer; and. though, through obedi- 
ence, he used every effort to detract hi# 
thoughts from (2nd, they were meeseaiitly 
brought hade and #yed upon *h‘4 dww» 
•^ect, ^g^alty tyward^ the e»d ttf hift 
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life, when God seemed to spare this victim 
of his love so much less, as he advanced 
nearer to the Consummation of his sacrifice. 
His eyes were continually bathed in tears, 
and Cardinal Bellarmin, in his little Trea- 
tise De Gemitu Columbte informs us, that 
he shed them in torrents duringprayer, and 
that his- prayer was a continual exercise of 
the most tender love : and his Directors 
have since declared, that it was never inter- 
rupted by any voluntary distraction, 

• This intimate union with God, and the 
other distinguished graces, which Stanislaus? 
enjoyed, infused into those, who were ac- 
quainted with him, so- great a confidence in 
his prayers, that there was no temptation so- 
obstinate or so violent, which they did not 
confidently expect to surmount, if they 
could engage him to promise to interceed 
with God in their behalf, A Novice, called 
Mano FraUchi, being one day overwhelmed? 
with grief and depression of mind, which 
produced within him a gloomy discourage^ 
ment and disgust for virtue, felt himself in- 
spired to disclose to Stanislaus what was 
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passing'' in his soul, and to request him to 
use his interest with God to obtain his de- 
liverance from so troublesome and danger- 
ous a temptation. Having soon afterfound 
a convenient opportunity, he accordingly 
opened to him the state of his interior, and 
Conjured hiin to prevail Upon Almighty God 
to draw him out of it. Stanislaus, com- 
passionating the distress of his afflicted 
friend, comforted him as we as he could; 
and then, conducting him to the Church; 
joined with him in prayer, and ardently 
besought the Father of mercies to afford him 
some relief. While he was praying, Fran- 
chi on a sudden felt all the agitation of his 
heart to subside, and the dark clouds of dir- 
gustand melancholy entirely to vanish. This 
extraordinary event was made known by 
the very person, to whom it happened, and 
who gave an authentic attestation of it : and 
several others have since solemnly declared^ 
that they had been freed from dangerous 
temptations to impurity by only looking at 
Stanislaus, and after his death even by cast- 
ing their eyes upon his picture. 
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This prerogative was doubtless an e€*est 
of tiie resemblance which he bore to the 
Queen of Virgins, having preserved to his ' 
last breath his body pure, and his soul un- 
sullied by mortal sin- His companions 
Were so convinced of the great interest, 
winch he had with her, that they were of- 
ten heard to say, that they knew no surer 
means of obtaining from the Blessed Virgin 
what they petitioned, than to engage Sta- 
nislaus to interceed with her for them- Ha 
was so zealous to promote her glory, that 
he had studiously stored up in his mind 
whatever pious authors have written in he? 
praise most sublime, and best calculated pot 
convey a high idea of her grandeur and 
dignity. He made this one of the nw# or- 
dinary topies of conversation, not only 
with his fellow-novices, but even tll^S 
most dignified Fathers of the College, who 
sought continually to draw him out . upon 
this subject, in which he added to what h# 
had collected by reading.such judicious re- 
marks and lively expressions of his own, 
that he not only contributed to the enter- 
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tainment, bat increased the devotion of his 
hearers. His affection for the Mother of 
God was equal to his zeal. He called her 
his Mother, and he pronounced this tender 
name in so affectionate a manner, that a 
certain great Man, who heard hitn, was 
struck at it, and told St Francis Borgia, 
that there seemed to him to be something 
more than human in the tone and air, with 
which Stanislaus had spoken of the Bless- 
ed Virgin. . , 

Among other pious practices, by which 
our holy Novice testified his devotion tow- 
ards her, one of the most remarkable was, 
that at the beginning of his actions, he 
turned himself towards some church, where 
he knew that she was specially honoured, 
in order to offer to her the action, which he 
was going to perform: and hence was de- 
rived the custom, which the Novices of the 
Society continued ever after to observe so 
religiously 'at Rome, of turning towards 
the Church of Saint Mary Major, in the 
morning as soon as they rose, and at night 
before they went to bed, and of saluting 
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the Blessed Virgin by ^profound mrim i 
tion of the body, hi order to beg a bfosstng 
Upon all their actions, and to solicit her 
.protection during their repose^ 

4. To no one more joggly than to Blessed 
Stanislaus can be applied what Solomon 
•ays in genera^ of a virtuous man, that dins 
young : Maing madepetfhd m « short spam, 
fa fulfilled, a long time : For his soul pleased 
Godj therefore he hastened to bring him out 
of the midst of iniquities. (Wisd. iv. 10, 14^ 
Stanislaus had not been ten full months 
in the novitiate, when ho felt himself intev 
/iorly forewarned of his approaching end. 
This was communicated to him in the hen- 
ginning of August, aftei he had been pre* 
•ent at aft exhortation, in which much had 
been said on the frailness of human life, and 
the importance of being always prepared 
foi death. That yery day he clearly ex* 
pressed his thoughts to those, with whom 
he happened to be conversing, “My Brethf 
jren,” he said to them, “the exhortation of 
“to-day concerns me nearly. Preparation 
“for depth, which was $o purport of it, is a 
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‘aahftary precaution for us all, as me may 
,f die at any time; but it is indispensably 
“necessary forme, who am todiethi&inontb,” 
Four days after be declared the* same to 
Father Emmanuel & in a conversation, 
which he had with him, relating to the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, winch 
festival was near at hand. On this occasion 
after having expatiated upon the praises 
of the Mother of God with bis usual zeal, 
he added these words, which pointed o>nt 
the time of his decease still more precisely 
than the former: “Ah! Father,” he ex- 
claimed, “how joyful a day for the Saints 
“was that, on which the Blessed Virgin 
“triumphantly entered heaven. I am per- 
suaded, that they, as well as we, annually 
' “renew the memory of it by some extraor- 
dinary testimony of their joy, and I hope 
“to see die first ensuing celebration of it.” 
These words made little or no impression 
upon those, who heard them. No one could 
imagine, that Stanislaus, who was so young 
and in such good health, was serious in 
declaring that he had but a few days to live. . 
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But the holy Novice, who had sure lights 
upon this subject, began thenceforth to 
prepare for death. This he did in a manner 
very different from that of most other men, 
who, in the last extremity, usually employ 
what remains of time and reason in exciting 
themselves to quit life with resignation, and 
in dispelling or moderating the fear of death. 
Stanislaus, on the contrary, as he loved God 
with his whole heart, was not attached to 
life, which kept him at a distance from the 
object of his love: but ardently wished for 
death, to be for ever united to him. For 
this hei continually prayed, and to give 
weight and efficacy to his prayers he had 
now recourse to the intercession of St. 
Lawrence, his Patron for the current month. 
The pious custom of assigning to each one 
by lot a monthly Patron had already been 
introduced into the Society by St. Francis 
Borgia, who derived it from his Ancestors, 
and had always kept it up in his family with 
great edification and spiritual profit. Sta- 
nislaus prepared himself for the festival of 
his Saint, by extraordinary austerities. 
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which heconblnded with a severe discipline, 
which be took upon the eve in the public 
refectory. , , 

On the fedivaliteelf; the 10th. of- August, 
..in imitation of Blessed Herman Joseph, 
he bethottgWthimself of writing a latter to 
the Blessed Virgin , in which he conjured 
her to obtain for him the favour of dying 
before tlie feast of .her Assumption, that he 
•might assist at the celebration of that so- 
lemnity in Heaven. This letter he carried 
with him to holy communion, and with* all 
dhefenrouc, which this .sacred action inspi- 
red, .besought the Mother of ’God tpot to 
heave hwu aary longer inexile. After this 
:J>e went down to the offices, where: he as- 
sisted the cook to prepare dinner, , and 
where God replenished his mind with many 
heroic sentiments suggested by the martyf- 
dom of his holy Patron, St. Lawrence- 
At (the close of day the .holy Novice felt 
himself indisposed, and though he then 
bet rayed no okfaersysoptoms, than those -bf 
- a slight fever, ffis • Superior judg ed it ad- 
visable for him to go to bed. . This 1 fttet 
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.mark, that God had heard his prayers, 
occasioned in Stanislaus a joy, that was 
clearly observed in his countenance by 
those, who were conducting him to the in- 
firmary, and who were struck at it: But 

their surprise was changed into grief, when, 
after making the sign of the’ cross over the 
bed, Where he was to He, he said aloud: “I 
“shall never more rise thence adding 
soon after: “please God:” merely to give 
some odnsolation to Ins Brethren, upon 
whose minds he perceived that his first 
words had made a deep impression : for he 
soon after 'positively declared to his- Superi- 
or his Cbnviation, that he’ had obtAined of 
the Blessed Virgin, through -the mediation 
of his holy Patron, thetfavour of dying be • 
fore the feast- of- her Assumption, smd of 
being in heaven for that glorious day. How- 
ever, as at that time he had only a slight 
tertian- ague, from which the Physicians 
apprehended ho serious consequences, what 
he bad said was ’thought to’ he rather the 
effect of Ws desire 1 to die, than -a real pre- 
diction of his death’:'-: .* <r 
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• He continued.in tb js state until the 14th . 
day of the piQUtb, which was the 5th. of his 
ipnessj without any increase, of fev$r: and so 
little, was he thought to be in danger, that 
th®, Inhwnarkn, ..whom he bad assured in 
thf morning, that be sbould.dk the follo wing 
flight, ^^wejfed.hiui* with $ smile, that he 
. poufd npt die o]f so sljgbtam ailment withr 
-out a mirage, .and .unless thp Blessed Yir- 
, > gij^ > .shegld K .thrQugh affectio^tabe him t» 
# h e ^ ve U»| 0 fSplehi^te hey assumption; How-? 
jZXer sppp,, after mid-day he fell into a swoon 
v which fjaist gave rise to some apprehensions, ' 
lest what he bad .said -of his death might 
prove too true. Nevertheless by the exer- ' 
turns of his attendants he .was brought again 
to himself ; and being told by one, who was 
near him, that he suffered himself to be, too 
much depressed by his illness, he replied 
with his usual sweetness ; “I have indeed 
“very little .fortitude; but though I had v 
“more, it would . avail me nothing in an ill* - 
“ness, which I am confident will be my 
“last.” Soon after he was seized with a 
eold sweat, and so violent a fit, that in an 
02 
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instant he lost all bis strength. His attend- 
ants were now convinced that be bad not 
long to lave, and that it was time to adma- 
lister to him the last Sacraments. 

Stanislaus, being informed of this, beg- 
ged his Superior to allow him to receive 
them prostrate on thegronnd, and to breathe 
his - last in that penitential posture. The 
Rector at first made some difficulty m 
. granting his petition; but reflecting after- 
wards that many great saints had practised 
this devotion with much consolation to 
themselves, and edification to others, bo 
ordered a coverlet to be spread in' the mid* 
die of the chamber, and the humble youth; 
to be laid upon it. In tins situation Sta- 
nislaus received the Viaticum and the holy 
Oils with sentiments of joy, which the last 
chill of death could not hinder him frdm 
expressing by the fire, that sparkled in his 
eyes, and spread itself over his countenance, 
and by the visible agitation of his whole 
hody.i i s •• > * • '• • 

- Mter -kQ had received the rites of the 
Church, upon beingtoked whether he wai 
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wholly resigned to the will of his Creator, 
he answered . with a calm aspect and tone 
of voice in. the words of the Psalmist: “My 
“heart is ready, 0 Lord, my heart is rea- 
“dy.” . He then spent some time.in fervent 
prayer, Holding in his hand an image pf the 
. Blessed Virgin, which he often kissed de- 
voutly, end having his beads twisted round 
his arm.,. Upon observing this, a Father of 
the Professed. House, who was come tor 
visit him, took occasion to talk to him of 
the Mother of God. “Stanislaus,” said 
he, “why have , you these beads ? Surely 
“you are not now . in a condition to say 
“them.” “True, Father,” replied the sick 
Youth smiling ; “but still it is a comfort for 
“me to behold; them, as they remind me of 
“my good Mother.” 

“Ah! Dear Brother,” said the Father 
then, melting into tears of tenderness at 
these words, “how ineffable will be your 
“joy, when you shall behold this amiable 
“Mother in heaven, where She is now wait- 
ing -for you, to make you partaker of her 
“glory 1 ” — These words inspired into the 
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patient fresh vigour- He raised his binlt' 
to heaven with an alacrity, that astonish*# 
all, who knew to what a state of debility His* 
illness had reduced him, and gave many 
other proofs of an extraordinary joy, 

Mid-night was now past, when Stanis- 
laus perceiving that his end approached; de- 
sired to see some of the Novices, to whom 
he wished to bid farewell. This done, he 
expressed his gratitude to the Society foe 
the maternal tenderness, which he acknow- 
ledged that he had ever received, he beg- 
ged pardon of all present for the bad exam- 
ple, which he might have given them, an# 
then turning towards his Superior, he ad- 
dressed him m the words of St. Paul: “The 
“time is short:” after which he took the * 
crucifix into his hands, and all the assistants 
being in prayer around him, he requested 
them to invoke in a special manner the holy 
Patrons, who had been assigned him for 
each rporith, and whose names he had tijpti- 
scribed in a little register. He next produc- 
ed some acts of contrition and love of God 
jn a voice so distinct, as to be heard by all . 
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present. iFhen having remained silent and 
absorbed in profound recollection for aeon* 
stder&bie space, during which the Mother 
df €rod appeared io him attended by a nu- 
merous Choir of Virgins, as he himself at 
the time testified' with bis own mouth* he 
rferigned his soul into the hands of hit dear 
Mother, a httle after three in the morning 
(Ml the 15th. of August, in the year 1668, 
towards the close of his 18th. year, and in 
the 10th. month from hisentrance intp the 
povitlate. 

5. Jioly Scriptur* ascribes to the vir- 
tue of the Saints a certain spiritual odour 
of fragrance, which renders it sensible to 
Others, and entices them to fallow it. It is 
in this sense that St. Paul says: Wp are the 
.edour of Jems Christ; and that the Spouse 
in the ‘Canticle of ‘Canticles' pries ou$ to 
her -Beloved : Draw me : We miU run after 
thee to the odour of thy ointments. This 
odour Kfce tlmi of areaiatice is never so fra- 
grant, as when the objects, that produce it, 
Ore consumed and cease to be: For the 
Saints daring life eono^d their virtues 
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within their own breasts, or if they reveal 
them, it is only to their Directors, or at 
most to a small number of select Friends:; 
But at their death, their Directors and 
Friends, thinking' themselves no longer 
, boundto hide what the glory of God prompt# 
them to reveal, publish their virtues, and 
discover to albthe precious treasures of in- 
terior grace and sanctity, which the humi- 
lity of these favoured souls had , till then . 
engaged them to conceal. 

The same happened at the death of Saint. 
Stanislaus. Soon after he had expired, 
those, who had enjoyed his confidence, com- 
municated to others all the extraordinary 
circumstances,' which had come to their 
knowledge concerning him : And this stock 
of interesting information' together with the 
very high opinion, which every one already, 
entertained of his virtue, made him. to be* 
Universally considered as a great Saint* 

The concourse, which assisted at his tuner 
ol Was immense. Crouds flocked to it from, 
all the houses of the Jesuits at Rome, and 
•very one was eager to get a view of the de- 
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ceased t insomuch that his interment hftdfhe 
appearance rather of a triumph, than of a 
funeral ceremony. Indeed the body of the 
holy youth exhibited fewer marks of death, 
than of the happy life, which his soul already 
enjoyed in heaven. No change could be 
observed in him : his features were nowise 
disfigured: he had lost nothing of his bloom 
and freshness ©f eolour, and there still beam**- 
ed fr©m his countenance that air of sweet- 
ness, which during life rendered him so a- 
miable to all, who knew him. Instead of 
feeling that secret horror, which the sight of 
of a corpse naturally produces, every one in 
beholding the deceased, experienced an Un- 
usual comfort audheavenly sweetness : every 
one strove to kiss his hands and feet, and 
many gathered with respect and veneration 
the flowers, which had been strewed around 
his bier. This made Father Francis Tolet, 
who was afterwards Cardinal, and was then 
present, break out into the following word* 
which were noticed by many? **This i» 
“wonderful! A young njnn dies, and draw# 
♦MfclltU© world after him : Every one- i*w*» 
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"ge r to see him, to kiss his hands and feet, 
"to testify his veneration. AlasJ We shall 
"die perhaps very old ; and will as ipuchbe 
"done for us?” 1 >. 

x - 

Whilst the body was thus surrounded. Ixy 
erbuds of visitors, Father W arsavi^z. arriy- 
ed from .the Professed Hoijse, E[ewa$_a 
Countryman of the holy Youth and ^ad 
been one of his most intimate. Friends. , As 
•oon as he entered, he threw himself %t.,the 
feet of the Saint, kissed them tenderly, ami 
bathed them with his tears. Animatedly 
the example of this good Father., all who 
were present vied with eachother in testifying 
the respect and veneration which they 
bore to the memory of the holy Novice. Had 
they follo wed the dictates of their piety, they 
would have exposed his body as a precious 
relic to the veneration of the public; but 
were deterred from so doing by a deference 
to the holy See, whose judgment and decis- 
ion no one is authorized to anticipate in such 
cases. He Was buried like other members 
of the Society, with this difference only, that 
his remains were deposited in a leaden coffin., 
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in which, although they had not been embalm* 
ed,they continued above two years without 
dfly tendency to corruption or decay. They 
even sometimes diffused so sweet an odour* 
that the whole chapel, where they were, was 
filled with it, God being pleased to add this 
special testimony of the angelic purity of 
his Servant to the many other proofs, which 
he had already given. 

■ How grand and magnificent soever may 
be the monuments, which men erect in hon- 
bfir of their Friends, . they are but the sad 
feaarks of the death and dissolution of those, 
whom they inclose: and if some pompous 
- lines attest their former greatness, they serve 
only to teach mankind hew vain that great- 
ness was;- which so soon vanished and d win- 
| 

died intb nought. God alone can render 
the tofhbfc' of his Friends glorious, arid trans- 
. form them into altars, where nothing it seen 
-but marks of the glorious beatitude, which 
*these privileged Souls enjoy in heaven, 
; afitl of the power and interest, which their 
union with the Deity gives them upon earth. 
** Tims it was with the sepulchre of Stanis- 
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iaus, where ttSod was pleaded tb kotaoortbe 
memory of his Servant by many glorioas 
and authentic miracles, seine of wTrich wSl 
. he mentioned in the third part of this work. 
Those, hi whose favour they were wrought , 
thought themselves bound to testify their 
. gratitude to tlie author of them =bv paying 
<*to him apvddic homage : but : as this could 
not be done without the approbation of the 
Head of the Church, (they s® often and so 
earnestly petitioned this apprebat kh l, that 
they atlengthobtasnedit. 

Clement VH1 was tib e first, toJki hoa> 
cured Stanislaos with the title Silessechm 
a brief, which the addressed rn JHH%i to the 
Inhabitants of Pnkowa, and by which heam- 
thorized them to celebrate annually hisies- 
•tivabin thetr eity. Some years after fSigis- 
mund III King of Poland petitioned the 
Holy See to extend the same favour to all 
Ins dominions. Paul V, who w as aatTthat 
time Pope, after having duly examined the 
proofs of the sanctityand mhraoles of Sta- 
• nislaus, published; a brief in $61 8, by which 
he not only granted the pottthurofdheJKing, 
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but moreover imparted ample indulgences 
to all, who on tjie festival of the Saint should 
visit any church of the Jesuits and perforin 
their devotions there; This Brief was re- 
ceived in Poland, and . Lithuania with great 
joy, and the festival' of the Saint was 
thenceforth celebrated annually throughout 
that , KjngdPW with; extraordinary pomp 
and; devotion, : . • < 
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■A HE life of 'Paul Kestka is t oo closely 
connected with that -of Saint Stamslaas not- 
to form a part of this narrative. ^Indeed 
justice requires* that as the readers have 1 
been informed in the first part of this work 
of the disorderly life of this young Noble- 
man, so in this part they should be acquaint- 
ed withhis repentance: whence, if they have 
hitherto considered him as the persecutor of 
his Brother, they may henceforth honour 
him as the Imitator of his virtues, and never 
cease to bless the mercies of God, who is 
able at pleasure from stones, to raise up chil '*• 
dreti to Abraham. (Matt. iii. 9.) The set. 
quel of this life could be. inserted nowhere 
more properly than at the beginning of a 
book, which is reserved for a detail of the 
miracles of Saint Stanislaus, and of the 
extraordinary favours, which many have, 
obtained from God through his intercession, 
as undoubtedly it is a no less glorious effect 
of our Saint's power to have contributed 
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tothecornrerston of a sinner, than to have 
cured the side and taised the dead to life. 

. Some years^after ;the death of Saint Sta- 
nislaus, when the fame of his Sanctitj begaft 
to fee spread through Poland, Paul, who was 
now become more sedate, and more capa- 
ble of profiting by the good example, which 
his Brother had formerly given him, felt 
himself otonce interiorly touched both with 
fegret for having persecuted him, and with 
a desire of copying his tirtUes. God, who 
meant to lead him gradually to perfection, 
took Care to hinder him from engaging in 
wedlock. At different times hvany advan- 
tageous proposals were made to him, to 
some of which he seemed to listen with ea- 
gerness; but they were always broken off by. 
some unforeseen obstacle, before they could 
be brought to a conclusion : insomuch that! 
being still a bachelor, when it pleased God 
to inspire into him the desire of a more re*- 
gular life, he resolved not to marry at alb 
lest the cares inseparable from marriage 
might divide and distract his heart* wfeiefe 
he wished' to givc .tp God without reserve,: 
h2 
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•> ' The Tetr^at; -of iPaui fVomthei world made 
a gre&t>’ sensation]' ami j exposed hite to 
mil eh» censure and bbiilpiyi ? .«; JHis Relations 
tod Pr iends ortiitted no< OppOrtoiaty-otf re- 
jMrwerifcmg tdhim^that He did a considerable 
fojpry AwWs Mamily by following" a line of 
Hfe jJWhfoh secluded hi® ’from every lucrative 
and honbrabte empfoymentr-^-that his race 
was. almost extinct for want ofpersonsea* 
pHbte of supporting itsdigTiity ,and preserving 
jtd nafl&ej hind that he could not without ini 
justice thus Might all the hopies of hisRela- 
tfres, ami of the ancient dependants of his foi 
ntfily, whpse fortonOswere attached tohist-*- 
that ' mfeii ofhte rank hnd Quality had 
hot the right, wMeh other inch hate, to re- 
fCoi®eeihitefests:, that ape so itltiinht^f eett- 
hectcd with those etf^^-c^dlat hisfatttily 
Had' already luffered tow grtaft 'a 4 loss in’ the 
person irfh^lb Stantsllfhs, WidiOut His con* 
tritudiagf fo deprrte it <tf its oMy surviving 
prfcpvby SbiH tifoed a'seeessfon: ■ : ' r - ; - 
- Ih&se resion^auceai :l sthl«h refoinfed 
Pan! Of those', aM eh he hkhesFf hkd forbier ly 
made H WlP&jrtfther ofi^PsfolM-JOelhsiOh 
. . • in 
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r eminded him at itbe same time of the ju- 
dicious answers of the pious youth; and he 
now urged the same with advantage in de- 
fence of his own proceedings. With a can- 
did freedom tempered by sweetness be 
assured them* that he was sorry, tbafthey 
had founded on his person hopes, which were 
in opposition to what God required of him: 
hut that, such being ttye case, it was wholly 
yutof his power to gratify those hopes:— 
that he was not anxious to preserve his name 
hereon earth, where it must necessarily soon 
perish, provided that in heaven it were writ- 
ten in the book of life: — that it was unrea- 
sonable to require of him to neglect his own 
perfection, in. order to promote the aggran- 
dizement of others : — that as he coveted for 
himself no, good but that of being well with 
God, so he could npt desire any other fo;* 
his friends : noif could he wish for any. high- 
er glory for his fanpily, than to see all, who 
bore the name of Kostka, distinguished by 
the .virtues of his Brother Stanislaus. , 
i Thus it \yas that Paul justified hjs conduct 
to ..t|jp^e, . who by t^es of consanguinity, ©f 
' n3 
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of friendship were entitledto aneXplanatlOtt: 
But as io what- Was said in the world among • 
thoste, w who were nowise interested in his 
ptbc^edrttgi, hO gave himself no " concerto 
whatever: 'ffe well' knew, that his conduct* 
vitas' w subject of -public raillery : — -that, ltC 
had rendered him ' cbntehibtibI6 in the eyeif 

amt that even those, who applauded him foir 1 
embftCiWg Hhe cause of Virtue,' still' blamed 
Kftnfbr dbmgitso openly andpttblicly; a step; 
WhiChihey deemed highly imprudent; since; 
without 1 producing any good, it’' deprived 
hftaOf thelibertyof returning; to the Wo‘rtd^ 
61t0uM he aftetWatdS grow' disgusted with 
retirement. : To all this Paid ' gave no othei* 
answer than the words of the Apostle, which 
lie adopted for his mittb^dtttihg life, and 
eaused-tO Be engraved on* his- tomb after 
death : iVbnerwfties^ Rwmg&ktm. (Rom.; i; 
t0. ) "Withing* thereby to • testify; that he' 
, Blushed -net ; at- following- the maxims of the 
Gospel: Oh the Contrary he was filled with 

extreme confusion, 'whenever he reflected 
•n the many years, which he had spent 





Like the Apfestfe &m feMdtf, if 
braided Kimifeff" &itfe HfcLViHjfr' ' df flSsilff' the 
doctritie df -jestiT Abr^fteMUd 



Wttys* dY petfahttfe,' *ltie^4an^r€^iVed^iit KS 
firihd the 1 ydihdiiibpiii'd W hik tett^^d 


tftatfife ddiithn&fl^M^ia'a* if& , 
htrnseif.atid kh Titeatliibie tfefrst of siitfer- 



of them ^itfeouVaphebriffg 'tfe ‘fee* ex'tkeimely 
Affedtrtt Mil ^odk' V satisfhfctiofl n id ' det’£¥linr 


Hdbad t iyeate<ihTin,aHd l thfeuna3tetablie*i]5dek- 


ness, 

it;- 3K sjrertt' ac eobsid^tdild. spate 

dky b&Pdrfehis Bi^liet’s^ictaife 1 prfestf atd'i 

-J * - “ - ‘ i +i<* _*_ - i* _ _ a 4 ■•_' 


the gfound'S'^hfeil arms extended* in form 
df a cross, ' and 1 'iKe^^h^ r ;a.\toiTent of tearsj 
#th which'iie' J s6m'etimes mingledhis bYood. 
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frequently declared, that he lnmsetf-^ eyt£ 
_*ix — i of the following fact. 

J went one day to visit a Nobleman 
House of Luska, and being invited 
to pass the night there, was at bed-tune con- 
ducted to- the apartment, which had been 
prepared for him. When those, who had 

had re- 
tired, he dismissed also his own attendants: 
and then thinking himself done and unob-. 
served, he betook himself to prayer, and: 


spent in it a considerable part of the night. 

This was followed by a severe discipline, 
which he continued for a long time, break- 
ing out during it into deep sighs, and often 
repeating these words expressive of the 
cause of his repentance : “Oh! pardon me 
my dear and holy Brother ; forgive the 
* wrongs, which I have done thee ; and pray 
“for me a miserable sinner/' After this 
Paul composed himself to rest, without no- 
ticing an adjoining closet, in which one of 
the children of the house, the same whom 
Ire mentioned above, was witness, of all that 


passed . Struck with a conduct so extqa- 


Digitized 


GoogL 



el 

ordinary ih aperfeen of J&dTsiiju&fity^ Snd 
not ktiowing' to ; wkaft tkmeJttf pttribdteii* 
this <£H4kl fsnoied that hehadMksd hii 
Br#t bet, and tj» tfc Wha| H&tiad -witdfessed 
was a penance enjoined him for thaterlffiCi 
Bat he was ond^feeived thefott&wiftg th6rn 
tnjf, when-, upon relatmgwftat feehadseed 
before fedme,^ho wofe wella^etaiated \Titll 
ihe ltfeof thls-Nobletoam, hi ^aainfoncred 
byitfeem who the Brother w&s* tvb^br'Paisd 
bad perse&ited, and if what a&ttde th6s$ 
perseetttittns were.; If the suspicions oftht 
child occasioned «e*nC decree of aadiS£'th6tt\ 
te*th?ee wfiy ihitoj whai he related 
caused ho less atsfbriil&meht ;i 
not" cbneeif o how W youthfdl fPoWarfln^ 
' ddfnmdft ih fhiiiffies, where there di4 
bWtl^S^Fdi^rferit disposHionS; bOuMdia^A 
niade'ed cfee£ i^nd ST 
Paul, as to' prompt himtd e£ptat& it" bjjf 
ikt ’ lodg'd ' ^ehandd ? ^foi 4 at 

that J tiihe dfrehd'y ' hied dead-* dbdre 'tejf 
^eatfc/ tBgf 

Mve beehb^j^S^dl^l^y ftifbtthea 

tt^diMug’ fFeft ^erlod’^P^I ihid 
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ahpost ’every night in .,tb« same wapner, 
usoally sleep ingoathebare ground, «lthQugtt 
ho Was V(Sry? hHiim ,a»d ha* constitution Was 
greatly impaired by fasting a ftd etbei*a«^ 
tOTtieS. ' ■ , '•• ; <; • ' :- 

• He usually resided at Prasnitz, ad that 
townwasnbt far from his ownestate. .He 
had. thcaw fewtded wfeeopitn), and-takeh a 
house/nOar it to be at band to serve and 
assist the poor . This ’he did with truly 
paternal tenderness, preventing their wants 
and' sparing, neither • expense* nor trouble 
for their relief . H» house wee the general 
assort of pilgrims, and ofoU, who had not 
' the weans of procuring lodgings elsewhere. 
He received them with an open and cheer* 
ful countenance, washed their feet, served 
them himself at table/and at their departure 
gave them alms to continue their journey, 
in proportion to their exigencies. 

* To judge by the space of time, which 
Petal employed in these charitable exercises, 

. one. Would have thought that he .had little 
leisure left, even for necessary repose. He 
Uptvttiired ^IWever to spare ?m*ch.forprayv. 



f *r '■ & which' hewas’ e^Mneij c sdsida&fcis. 
He- daily isecited ike ^iaet’soifieey rese al 
two in the morning- to any Matins,, and after 
a severe discipline, spent the remaining 
time till day -break in profound coutempia* 
tion. He felt a particular relish in medita* 
ting On the stations of Chmt’s passion, and 
experienced so much-sweetnCss inikatkaty 
exercise, as sometimes to spend • the whole 
Sight in it. He also had a tender devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament of . the Altar, dai- 
ly heard several masses, anil whenever by* 
travelling he was deprived of that happimesv 
upon his arrival at any town* which had a& 
church, however late it. might be, he repair- 
ed thither tojndulge his devotion in presence: 
of the jessed Eucharist. Whenever in, 
his journeys he jouMod naar.a pious image; 
or oratory, he ordered his catriage to stop* 
and alighted to pray, throwing himself up-, 
on his knew, ^and often falling prostrate* 
upon the. ground. Kneeling was theusual- 
posture, in which Jm. prayed; and he there- 
by rendered the dun of his kneeecput# htotd 
and callous, .. : ..... ? ... v- 









jfet 


Ti»WW* ft*T#M¥T ■ 


EauL Kxxstkai m nftW, , nett .sixty yesuw 
okbwbeo, desircraset int&iog Ina sacrifices. 
c«ni]^kte^h£f0itn«dtbe,dc»i0Ri <rfbeco»- 
iygsa Jesuit. He.firpt aj^te^fftradowssion, 
to. kb* Bravincial ofJJoian&j.-btit/bis faequest 
betog-mjectad air aoeoWatjof hi& advanced 
ays a*d JwwbwiwnteiritiitioBj faewrote to the 
General. aitheOnier, sdiftwiUiug'ly granted 
bis yfirtHfetoni^as T^ell jtbrQuyh reject to tba 
mein»ry<xdcbiaBix)d^v't&o had been lately 
hon»\ineld/-M»ith rtlua.tikfai ah Blessed* m, o w 
account -of Paul's; pmi peteonab virtues ,^ 
tbalA’S^ft^btfWfiv^ infnm 
aaid de< 4 cBpid K -^mdcVnevfir her.mekffc mm: 
oamipmoify,^ asiiqng- as btetaas able t® pray* 

SaOuA tolBpfiarc. . A; c ■...; . ; . Jni; r 03 v.l * -A * 

fi iUjkjbj oairfiV iny«£lwi€teuiei«iA*'tetter r our 
lu^y peuiteqtbafan tttaet^eatts^&Bisp^iat. 
bqatBg&toQXtetf intodlwmbHbiatfe < w*ib per-: 
fofb liberty b£ apicitebnd >^tbbtifc fcijyietheie 
cdfcttttKKftJ) 3 ?) tHatofifedloiiriag >*i6lijied®iil>l- 
<ddt*«fijrrto^prfdefc hittiselliH; hi^rad* cab- 
i«gU3.iJBdtiCi#d bw$esqta^di ^Hwtb: hi® g*»d; 
bxt^tita^«^0:J^^igag|ba8ik(jo»dftda tp: 
Petricof to adjust some legal fora&ahtiesr 
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which were -requisite for the validity of cer- 
tain pious beqUests specified in his will, he 
fell sick there, and died as he had • lived in 
odour of sanctity : and no one, who has 
read the above narrative, cdn possibly doubt 
of his being chiefly: indebted for this blessing 
to the powerful interposition of his holy 
Brother./ '* I 

2. The power, which Stanislaus enjoys 
in heaven, was not confined to his Relatives: 
many others experienced the happy effects 
of it. Amongst other instanies is the fol- 
lowing : Some ehildreh of the town of Pos-i 
na diverting themselves on the river Wart, 
which was frozcn over, 'one df them,* called 
Stanislaus, unluckily fell into a hole made 
iii the ice for the purpose of getting water,' 
'and being carried under by the violence of 
the current, lie was* instantly snatched out 
of sight. The shrieks of the terrified chil- 
dren soon attracted a? gredt mtdtitude to the 
banks of .the fiver, who ere all eager to 
succbut ’ little ^Stanislaus ; btitus with all 
their endeavours/they .Coukl pot .discover 
whither the ’ stresun had carried him, their 

i 



98 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 


utmost exertions were fruitless* 

Three hours had been spent in the search* 
when two young Jesuits passed that way, 
who, being informed of the melancholy- ac- 
cident, felt great compassion for the unfor- 
tunate child, especially when they learned, 
that he was not a catholic, and that he was 
ten years old. Animated with an ardent 
desire of rescuing from perdition both the 
body and soul of this poor child, one of the 
Jesuits was suddenly inspired to recommend 
him to Saint Stanislaus, whose name he 
bore. He immediately communicated his 
thoughts to the assembled multitude, and 
having exhorted them to unite .with him 
in prayer, he knelt down upon the bank, 
and in a loud voice besought Saint' Stanis- 
laus to take this child under his protection, 
and to use the power, which he had with 
God, in restoring tohim the life of the body, 
that he might obtain that of the soul in the 
true faith of the Catholic Church. 

No sooner had the good Father finished 
his .prayer* than the child’s body was seen 
through the ice,fl®atin{* towards a range of 
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piles driven into the bed of the river to turn 
its coarse in favour of two mills, which 
stood not far off, one below the other. The 
body soon reached these piles, and follow- 
ing the stream was carried i*apidly under 
the wheel of the first mill, where it must 
have been crushed in pieces, if God, to glo- 
rify Saint Stanislaus in this child, had not 
then begun the miracle, which he soon af- 
ter completed, by restoring him to lift. 
Extricated from the first wheel, the body 
was approaching the second, when some 
loose branches stopped it, and gave time to 
those, who were in search of it, to reach it 
and carry it to land. 

All were convincedthat the child, which 
they had now stretched upon the sand, was 
dead; but, for greater security, they en- 
gaged a Surgeon t? use every po ss ib le 
means to revive suspended respiration, and 
produce some sign of lifer: however after 
trying aH the resources of his profession, 
the Surgeon retired without hopes, andleft 
the corpse for burial. The pious Jesuit, 
who had recommended the Child to the 
12 
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protection of Saint Stanislaus, was pot so 
easily discouraged. He was convinced 
that the servant of God had begun too well 
not to. complete his work; and he therefore 
with increased confidence renewed his pray- 
er, during which, to the great astonishment 
of all present, the child began to stir, and 
coming, gradually to himself was soon in a 
condition to testify his gratitude to his.de-r 
liverer by abjuring the heresy, in which he 
had been brought up. This his Father al- 
lowed him and the rest, of the family, who 
had been struck with the miracle, to do : 
though, he hfinself did not disavow his errors, 
at least publicly, being, attached to. his sect 
by interest, which, after libertinism, is tho 
greatest obstacle to conversion. 

• The fame of this miracle, being spread 
through all Poland, induced many to have 
.recourse to Saint Stanislaus in similar oc- 
currences, aud they seldom failed to expe- 
rienc e . a success proportioned to their conf 
Adence. ■ ' ! a . 

3. R is no less glorious to a Saint to oh- 
tarn for hit .devout Clients, a. happy death, 
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than to restore life to those, who have lost it. 
At Iarislof lived a virtuous Child, called 
Albert who had chosen Saint Stanislaus; 
not only for bis Protector, but also for the 
Model of his life and conduct . From his 
infancy he had been favoured with God’s 
choicest blessings, and at the age of 13 was 
already considered tobe a Saint . Although 
he was poor audof obscure birth, be waS-de* 
servedly esteemed by all, that knew him. 
He was distinguished by an angehe purity, 
was much given to prayer, shunned all suS>. 
picious company, and formed an intimacy 
only with the most regular and exemplary 
of his fellow-students. Albert, having thus 
imitated Saint Stanislaus during life, had 
the happiness of resembling him also at his 
death. For, having fallen ill in the' month 
of May, he foretold that he should die op 
the octave of the Ascension, and from- 
that time forward ever carried his soul, as 
it were, in his hand, to surrender it to hip 
Maker, when he should be pleased to call 
.for it. 

He prepared himself for this last passage 
i3 
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by tite exercise of every virtue, which" his- 
infirm state of health would allow him to 
practise. During 1 his illness he showed so 
tender an affection for his holy Patron, and 
so lively - a confidence in his protection, as 
to deserve to be favoured with the sight of 
him a short time before he died: for falling 
then intoa profound mxtaay, heaven was o- 
pened to his view, and he beheld Stanislaus 
all resplendent with light, who, advancing 
to his -bed, conversed with him familiarly 
for some time, and frequently embraced 
him. 

The attendants of little Albert perceived 
by the various emotions of his countenance 
and the fire, which sparkled in his eyes, that 
something more than ordinary was passing 
within him, -and some of them, being eager 
to know what the case was, asked. Albert, 
When he came to himself. Upon whieh the 
blessed child with great simplicity commu- 
nicated to them all the circumstances of the 
•vision* andsooh after gave -up his soul into 
the hands of his holy Patron, by him to' be 
conducted to the enjoyment of thfe glory, 

C*. 
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which he had merited by his virtues. HS 
obsequies were performed with extraordin* 
ary pomp, and attended by an immense con- 
course of all the orders of the City. The 
Dutchess of Ostrog was of the number with 
all her household, and in her presence was 
delivered a very moving discourse on the 
virtues of Albert, and on the favours obtains 
ed by Saint Stani slaus for las devout- Ch- 
ents. - -s - 

To enumerate,- and still more to detail^ 
aU these favours would be endless. 1 To re- 
late even the miraculous events, which have 
been accurately examined and solemnly at- 
tested by unquestionable 1 witnesses ' would 
far exceed the limits of this short work : 
But there is one miracle of Saint Stanislaus 
which deserves to be particularly mentioned 
as it was attended widnstnsh circumstances 
of notoriety and authenticity, as must extort 
conviction from the most fastidious skeptic. 
The following account of it was published 
by authority at Madrid in 1674. 

. 4.* In the Novitiate of the Society ot 
Jesus at Lima was a Youth called Francis 
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Xavier. He was intbeWtb. year of his age, 
and had been admitted about 6 month* be- 
fore a»a Novice, being still weak, and not 
entirely relieved from a fever, which* had 
greatly reduced him . Ontkel7th. of Octo- 
ber; in the year 1073, he was deprivedby a 
sudden stroke of the palsy of all motion on 
the whotei rigjtdfe.ailb. body, so that he 
could no more stir the hand or the foot of 
that side, than if it had been completely 
lifeless . The ordinary Physician of the 
Novitiate, a man of abilities, and well skilled 
in his profession, was immediately sent for; 
hut no sooner had he seen and examined the 
patient, than he despaired of his recovery, 
and pronounced him incurable. Three o- 
ther physicians of the Town, who wereeaH- 
ed in, were of the same opinion, and one of - 
them was so convinced that the case wa» 
hopeless, that instead of prescribing medi- 
cines, he recommended the last Sacraments 
bf the Church. 

However whatever is generally prescrib- 
ed m similar distressing circumstances, was 
duly tried : But the Navieefar from receiv- - 
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ing any relief, grew daily worse and worse, 
A fever ensued with a want of sleep and a 
loathing of* food, 'which greatly increased his 
weakness, and the remedies, which werei 
administered, served only to show, that his 
illness was beyond the power of medicine, j 

Some days after the Physician, who had 
been sent by the Count of Lemos, Vice-roi 
of Peru, to visit an infirm Novicejof hisac- 
quaintance, examined Francis Xavier; but, 
upon trying to make him bend his arm and 
hand, he found both to be motionless, and 
the whole, right side completely dead. Ac- 
cordingly he confirmed the decision of the 
other Physicians, who had declared the case 
to be desperate. ' ; 

Abandoned, by earthly Physicians, the 
forlorn Novice found relief from a heaven- 
ly one: andfrona.wh.^ni coujd ajoung .No- 
vice, more properly expect his' cure' than 
from a Novice like himself?. It was.onjh^ 
,13th. of November: on which day, by a 
decree of Clement X, the Society, of Jesus 
celebrates the festival of Blessed Stanislaus^ 
Qu. that day . the. NovicesofLima honour 
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their Pbtron in a hermitage, which is e- 
reeted in the garden of the Novitiate. This* 
hermitage they adorned with verdant 
branches and festoons of flowers, and; they 
displayed their most precious and costly 
ornaments on the Ahar, where Mass was 
celebrated, and where all the Novices re- 
ceived theholy communion, except Brother 
Francis Xavier, whom illness confined to 
bis bed, and who earnestly requested that 
he might not be deprived of the Bread of 
Angels oh the festival day of v a Saint, to 
whom the Angels themselves had brought 
It Mere than once. 

In the afternoon some of the Novices vi- 
sited the sick youth, and one of them, who 
had entered the novitiate on the same day 
as Francis Xavier, and who was extremely 
moved at the pitiable state, to whiclS he 
saw his friend reduced, told him, that he 
had a remedy to recommend, which coaid 
do him no harm, but would probably do 
him much-good: that it was to apply to the 
affected parts a picture of BlessedBtanislaus; . 
—that this holy Novice, after having rotor- 
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ed health to so many, could not refuse it to 
a Novice like himself, in a Novitiate of th? 
Society, and on his own festival day. , 
The proposal seemed so reasonable to the 
suffering Paralytic, that he willingly assent* 
edtothe remedy; and having asked for a 
picture, obtained from his friend one, which 
represented Stanislaus receiving holy com* 
munion fram the hands of Angels . At the 
sight of this picture he felt a secret joy, as 
if he beheld the Author of his cure. He, 
who presented it to him, told him, that he 
might confidently trust that God would re- 
store him to health, through the intercession 
of his Servant ; but that to obtain his cure, 
he would do well to make a vow to Blessed 
Stanislaus . “I bind myself’ said immedi- 
ately the sick Novice full of confidence and 
“piety, “to say every day of my life an Our 
« Father and a Hail Mary , in honour of our 
“holy Novice, to fast on bread and water 
“on the eve of his feast, and to make once 
“more than is customary the spiritual retreat 
“of our holy Father Ignatius, in honour of 
“his Blessed Son Stanislaus.” 
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* Hiving 1 said this, he took the picture 
with his left hand and applied it to his right: 
•when, strange to tell ! he instantly beganto 
move that hand . He then applied the pic- 
ture to his arm, drawing it progressively 
from the hand to the shoulder, and every 
part, that the pieture touched, immediately 
recovered' sensation and- motion. He next 
applied it to his leg and his foot, and ex- 
perienced the same effect . Inline having 
drawn- the picture down his right side, that 
side, which till then was lifeless, recovered its 
natural tone, and became as Free from palsy, 
as if it had never been affected. 

The three Novices, who were eye-witnesses 
of all this, could scarce credit what they 
Saw : and the invalid himself hardly dared 
to believe what he felt: To ascertain the 
reality of his cure, he turned himself about, 
beht his arm and hand, and twisted his Leg 
and foot irt every direction. ' ■ At length the 
NoviCes, no' longer able to doubt of what 
was so evident, -exclaimed all together: 
miracle! A miracle.’- And in the trans- 
ports of their astonishment arid joy, forget- 
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ing the' modesty and composure, which; 
ought to. distinguish Novices, they, ran, 
qu% out, of themselves, to the apartment 
of the Superior, crying out aloud, ‘A mira- 
cle! A miracle of Blessed Stanislaus!’ 

The Superior, far from crediting the 
report of these young men, chid them for 
their levity; and treated them as visionaries- 
Going however soon after to the chamber 
of Brother Francis, he saw with his own 
eyes what he had just heard : But, not to 
trust too much to his sight, he felt and 
handled those parts of the body, which had 
been aiFected by the palsy, and were noyv 
miraculously cured, and he was at length 
thoroughly convinced that this paralytic, 
who had been so long deprived of the Ufa 
of jlis limbs, >vas actually as.wefl and as 
vigorous" as any of his companions. The 
report . of this miracle being spread drevr 
to the Novitiate a vast concourse of visitors* 
of whom some shed .tears of joy and devo- 
tion : others, struck with admiration and 
astonishment, continued silent : all praised 
and thanked God and his servant Stanis- , 
K 
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The Novice, who lid fisrftiOhed (fee 
picture, asked Francis Xavier if he woilld 
not go to the Chapel in the garden to thank 
his Benefactor. , “Willingly” ’ answered 
.. he, “provided that I be ' carried.” For 
although he was perfectly cured, still he 
was afraid of not having strength enough 
to walk thither : so full was his imagination 
of the illness, which had confined 1 him to 
his bed for so long a time. “Carried you 
‘‘shall not be:” replied the Superior: “You 
“must not go thither as an invalid. Your 
“cure, if miraculous, must certainly be 
“perfect.” “Give me then my clothes,” re- 
joined the Novice,' “since I am to go as 
“convalescent.” ; ' 4 

Upon receiving his clothes, he dreSsed 
himself without help, and quitting his bed, 
walked with a firm and steady pace tow- 
ards the chapel, accompanied by the Novi- 
ces and the rest of the Community, who 
were assembled extraordinarily for the oc- 
casion, and proceeded thither in solemn or- 
- der f In their way to the garden, passing 
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by ^ private oratory, Xavier made a pro- 
found genuflexion, and raised himself again 
Untboul difficulty* When the profession 
arrived at the. Hermitage a solemn Te De- 
nt* was suuj g to thank Almighty God for 
so great a miracle. 

Next day the Jesuits of the College of 
Sai%t Paul came to the Church of the 
Novitiate, fgtfl iMh&j&ggiving ««Rg high 
with the music of the Cathedral, 
.which . was attended by an immense cOn • 

. course of people, attracted thither from all 
parts- by the report of the miracle, which 
.was note spread through the whole city. 

■ After ipassb the Novice went to the rails 
of the Chapel to gratify the curiosity of 
many, tebo wished. to learn from his own 
mouth the various circumstances of his 
miraculous curs; ah which he related re- 
peatedly with great candour and sincerity. 
.The following day. he appeared in the pub- 
lic streets of lama, and waited upon the 
Vicsi-General, (the See being then vacant,^ 
requesting him to giye orders for an authen- 
tic and juridical account of his miraculous 
*2 
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cure to be drawn up. This was dpue in 
due form, and was attested- upon oath by 
the five Physicians, who have been menti- 
oned, the Surgeon of the Novitiate, and 
aU the Jesuits, who were witnesses of the 
fact. ■ , 

5. Whilst these and many other authen- 
tic miracles increased the fame of Saint 
Stanislaus, they also increased the confi- 
dence of those, who were the objects or the 
witnesses of them. The Poles, as was na- 
tural, particularly distinguished themselves 
by their devotion to their holy Countryman, 
and among many other testimonies of res- 
pect and affection, chose him jointly • with 
•Saint Casimir, chief Patron of the \*hole 
Kingdom. He was moreover adopted an 
special -Patron by the .Cities ofWarsaw, 
Posna, Lublin, and Leopol: in the last ftf 
which happened an event, which ought not 
to be omitted, being a striking example of 
the excesses, to which envy may transport 
a jealous mind, and Of. the. justice nf^God 
upon those, who oppose the honours paid to 
his Saints. - . i-.-.V ? n; ■ 


Digitized by. 


, GQOglc 



STANISLAVS KOSTKA. 


lid 

•’ This City being attacked by the plague, 
the Magistrates applied with confidence 
to Saint Stanislaus, and fervently besought . 
him to. deliver them from the dreadful ra- 
vages of the spreading. contagion. To en- 
force their, petition, they bound themselves 
by a solemn vow, in case they obtained 
theirrequest, to deck his altar with an ap- 
propriate painting richly framed, «ad to 
place his Statue in the most conspicuous part ' 
of the City, as a testimony to posterity, that 
they acknowledged him for their Protector. 
Scarce had- they made this vow, when the 
plague ceased, and laid them under the 
pleasing' obligation of complying with the 
conditions of it. Whilst they were prepar- 
ing to acquit themselves of this duty, some, 
.who were ill-affected to the Jesuits, used 
their utmost, exertions to prevent new hon- 
ours from being paid to, one, who had worn 
their habit. Amongst the rest an Eccle- 
siastic blinded by passion, dared publicly 
from the pulpit to ridicule the miracle at- 
tributed to the Servant of God, and. to de- 
clare that it was a folly to grant to Stanis- 

*3 
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laus honours, which he had not merited.'' 
This impiety gave great scandal to the 
whole town ; although ultimately it tended 
to increase in the minds of the people the 
•veneration, which they already had for their 
holy Patron ; as it drew upon its Author a 
punishment no less dreadful, than sudden 
and unexpected;, fWhe was scarce return- 
ed home, when he was seized with a horrid 
frenzy, and instantly becoming ungovern- 
able, precipitated himself from the top of 
his house, and perished miserably. The 
tragical end of this violent man opened the 
eyes of those, whom passion had engaged 
in his party, and disposed them to cancel 
by penance the scandal, which their conduct 
had given to the whole town. 

6. If the justice of God tires chastised 
the enemies.of Stanislaus, his mercy seem* 
ed to delight in increasing the glory of his 
Servant by prospering those, who placed 
their confidence in his. intercession. This 
appeared particularly evident in the long 
and bloody contests, which the Poles sas*- 
tained, first against the Turks, and after*- 
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■wards against the Tartars, 

After the battleof Prague, in which "the 
Emperor Ferdinand had defeated the Pro- 
testant Confederacy, Bethlem-Gabor Prinfce 
of Transylvania, who was in their interest, 
being incensed at the King of Poland for 
having assisted the House of Austria m the 
late War, resolved out of revenge to en- 
gage him in aquarrel with the Grand Turk. 
This was not a difficnltitask. Young Os- 
man, who at that time governed the Turk- 
ish Empire, being by nature ambitious and 
full of presumption, was easily persuaded 
that the conquest of Poland was as feasible, 
as it would be glorious. Accordingly he 
resolved on war, and immediately began' 
to prepare all the means in his power to car- 
ry it on with a vigour, which might insure 
success. ' ' ' -■ • • 

The Pedes on their side were not inactive: 
but made every possible exertion to levy 
and organize anumerous and well appointed 
army. Their King Sigismund applied for as- 
sistance to the Catholic Powers of Europe, 
and at the same time sent a messenger to 
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Rome to demandiobo name oftha General 
of die Jesuits the head of Swot Staniskus, 
under whose special patronage,, hehad lately 
placed his kingdom , This precious relic 
was this only succour, that Poland received 
upon this occasion, from foreign parts : as 
the . States,, which’ were ness*, were deterred 
■hy^f aax> a» ai^ ry , fw m m assisting her; and 
those, which were further off, could not 
hang assistancein time: for the Sultan, wadi 
a view pf profiting by the weak state of the 
Poles, hastened his march, and compelled 
the Kang to hasten also that of his troops, in 
order to occupy, tine defiles . To effect this 
General Tchodkievicz was despatched with 
a part of the Polish army: and he, having by 
forced marches arrived sooner thantheene- 
my, and led hm JaxHgt* over She river Tyre, 
encamped on the opposite bank near to -the 
fortress of Ghoczim, where he waited the ar- 
rival of Prince Ladislaus, who was Comman- 
der. in chief, and who was leading with him 
powerful reinforcements and the flower of 
the Polish Nobility . 

However} before they could join him, the 
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enemy caftie in view, and with astonishing 
dispatch pitched their tents in sight of the 
Poles. The number of the Infidels was 
prodigious: they amounted to above four 
hundred thousand fighting men, and were 
commanded by the * Sultan in person . No 
sooner were they encamped than ■ Tchod- 
kievicz, to shew that he was not dismayed 
at their numbers, led his troops out of their 
intrenchmentsy and drew them up in order 
of battle . When Osmam beheld them, he 
was ashamed of having brought so great an 
army to attack such a handful of men: for 
the Poles at thaftime did not exceed 40,000 
strong, as the Prince, with at least 30,000, 
wasnot yet arrived. Wherefore the Sul" 
tan, deeming it unnecessary to allow hismen 
any time for rest and refreshment, entered 
his Basshaw Ursaim 'to attack the Poles 
without delay. The result of this engage* 
meat taught- Osman, that numbers alone do 
not- insure victory : for the Turks were routed 
and lost many of their best Officers and sol- 
• ethers. ’ He shed tears of vexation aftdbegan 
«oven <then to despair of a conquest, which 
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fiatfcery had represented to be so easy- 
The. joy occasioned in the Polish army 
bythis happy beginning was grtatly in- 
. ereasedby the arrival of Prince Ladislaus, 
whose very name, rendered illustrious by 
repeated victories, struck terror into the 
hearts of the Turks ; while his presence 
god e uhlrd e hff ^a arngic ^rf' the Poles. On the 
VSX9 day of, his arrival, the Turks presented 
themselves before his camp, and resolved 
.<$<) assail it on three different sides. The 
attack was fierce and obstinate; but the re- 
’ttttsuice of the Poles was so' vigorous, that 
they repulsed the assailants in every quarter 
and put them to flight. The Cossacks pur- 
aped them to their camp, where they threw 
. alljnto confusion, and would have followed 
up their advantage still further, had toot 
tile General, through fear of exposing his 
troops during the night, sounded a retreat. 

. They therefore returned reluctantly to their 
camp, laden with booty and covered with 
fiery. ; 

Notwithstanding these successes the -T*o- 
lifih army was exposed to great suffering* 
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. and seme privations. 'There wu aMarc- 
ity of.previsions, forage, and aminamtioit? 
and moreover contagion prevailed among’ 
the soldiers, and wasr fetal to many: — -The 
Cossacks were in open mutiny’ for want 'of 
pay: — the reinforcements, which' ‘had been 
promised, were still at a distance: and the 
Nobles were net«t all oager to ogaipthem- 
selves for the field. The presence of Prince 
Ladislaus, to whom all ranks of the army 
bore extraordinary respect, prevented the 
disorders, which so many untoward circum- 
stances were likely to occasion: But the 

Prince himself, convinced that, if the war 
were protracted, want and famine would 
reader it impossible to maintain the soldiers 
in- their duty, called a council of War; in 
which it was unanimously resotved'to attack 
the Infidels in their camp by night, as it 
had been observed, that trusting to their 
. numbers, they had neglected to fortify it. 

Osman however, being secretly informed 
nbf this project, determined to thwart it, by 
^ attacking the Poles fir sfc with his whole ar- 
my. He burned with impatience to repair 
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the losses, which < he had sustained* and 
resolved to risk every thing to bring it to 
a conclusion. 

n Accordingly, having made every . neces- 
sarypreparation, he one morning early mar- 
ched out of his camp at the head of his ar- 
my drawnup inbattle array, and made a, 
geMtatntXack On the Polish eanap with all 
the effective troops, that he .could possibly 
muster. - Never w,as Poland in greater dan* 
gori er more visibly assisted by heaven, 
than upon this important occasion, when, 
religion and freedom where at stake, and 
when, to support!. these great interest? a-, 
gainst the. Collected; strength of the, Ottp- 
man Empire, she had nothing to oppose but 
^',ahnt|berecL remains of an army, reduced 
to extreme want, and exhaustedby diseases^ 
and by ajbnost continual engagements; dur- 
ing six successive weeks. The battle lasted 
frpm the dawn of day until sun-set. For 
Some hours the Turks had the advantage, 
as-in the first .heat , of the engagement thg 
Janissaries did their duty; but they wer^at 
length repulsed by the Polish Guards headr 
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ed by Prince Ladislaus, who, being too weak 
through illness to ride on horseback, caused- 
himself to be carried in a litter to every place 
where his presence was deemed necessary . 
These once repulse’d, the rout became gen- 
eral, and the victory complete . 

Whilst Ladislaus was acting the part of 
Josue in combating theetnonaies of his Coun- 
try, St Stanislaus was performing that of 
Moses in raising his suppliant hands to the 
throne of mercy to obtain victory from the 
Lord of Hosts. The Historians, employ- 
ed to collect materials for the canonization 
of Blessed Stanislaus, relate, that, at the ve- 
ry time, when the bloody battle of Choczim, 
which has been described, was fought, . 
many holy persons were favored with a vi- 
sion, in whieb-fckey beheld the Blessed Vir- 
gin seated on a magnificent chariot, which 
was gliding through the air, and at her feet 
St. Stanislaus, who was pointing out to her 
the Polish army at that time engaged with 
the Infidels, as if he was intreatiug her to 
take it under her protection, and to obtain 
for it 'victory of her divine Son . 

L 


Digitized by 


Google 



132 < THE LIFE OF SAINT 

Father Oborski, an eminent Servant of _ 
God, was one of those, who was favoured 
with this vision, and he published it at Ka- 
licsh, where he then resided, long before 
what happened at Choczitq, which is above • 
300 miles distant, could possibly be known * 
there: and as this left no room for doubting 
that th§,:iuefc»*y -effect of the pray- . 

ers and protection of Blessed Stanislaus, a 
day of public thanksgiving was kept through 
the whole kingdom, which is annually re- 
newed at Cracow by a solemn procession to 
a chapel of the Cathedral dedicated to the • 
Servant of God. 

The pious gratitude of the Poles to their 
holy Patron for the support, which he had 
obtained for them against the Turks, jgerit- 
ed a continuance of th&jame support in the j 
revolt of the Cossacks, and the invasion' of 
the Tartars, which, events took place to- ? 
wards the end of the reign of Ladislaus, whp | 
succeeded his Father Sigismund III ^ in 1632, t 
and which were happily terminated by his,* 
... Brother and Successor Casimir in 1051. ♦ 
The Rebel army of Cossacks was aUjAeyery..: 
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formidable; but being supported by the - 
Kiam of Tartary with an army of 400,000 
men* the united force of both must have 
borne down all resistance, and brought ut- 
ter ruin upon the Kingdom of Poland; had. 
iinot been for the special intervention of hea- 
ven, which her holy Patron interested in 
her favour. 

7 Sensible of their obligations to Bles- 
sed Stanislaus the Poles used every means 
in their power to obtain from the Head of 
the Church new honours for their kind Pro- 
tector: and in compliance with their earnest 
and uninterrupted solicitations Clement X, 
-by a brief published in 1670 on the 10th. of 
August, confirmed with due formalities 
the title of‘ Blessed’, which had already 
been conferred Stanislaus, anAafiowed 
his office to be recited in the Kingdom of 
Poland and by all Jesuits. Moreover as the 
day, on which our Saint, died is occupied 
by the feast of the Assumption of the Bles- 
sed Virgin, his Holiness fixed for that of St. 
Stanislaus the 13th of November; on which 
day has body was found incorrupt, and was 
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carried in solemn procession from the cha- 
pel, in which it was first interred, to the new 
Church of the Roman Novitiate erected 
by Prince Pamfiti in a style of magnificence 
■worthy of his piety. 

Succeeding Popes ordered anew juridical 
inquiry to be made into the virtues and 
miracles-© f Stanislaus; whieh inquiry, hav- 
ing been subjected anew to a most rigorous 
scrutiny, at length received the sanction of 
the Congregation of Rites*, after which he 
was solemnly canonized with the usual form- 
alities by Pope Benedict XIII on the 18th 
of march 1727. 

KOSTKAM secundis Gratia brachiis , 
Purusque curru Candor ebumeo , 

Ad astra sustollit videndum, 
Attonitce Iuvenemjuventce.. 



A. M. D. G. 
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